
' lu ^<c 


’Eid Al Fitr begins Monday 


jjqcorum& «-Y 

Chief Islamic 4 u«um oiiciMi i^ccuaine AI Kiiutib Al 
■Xafflifni. Tamirai said that the new moon of Shawwal 
ibe lunar month after Ramadan, was not spotted Sat- 
rtday evening and that therefore Sunday will mark 
;& Iasi day of foe fasting month. In his announce- 
ment, Tamum said it is a happy occasion for the ’Eid 
jjtftfay to coincide this year with His Majesty Kino 
■Hussein’s return to Jordan. Tamimi imred Muslims to 
display a true spmi of social solidarity on this occa- 
sion through charity and good deeds and through 
praying to God to keep King Hussein in good health. 
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Government announces 
state of drought 

AMMAN iJ.T.r — The government last night official- 
ly announced that a slate of drought is affecting Jordan 
as a result of this winter’s low amount of rainfall. In a 
statement issued after a late Cabinet session. Minister 
of Agriculture- Mijhcrn KreKhch said the government 
will set up a fund to ensure JD12 million in interest- 
free loans to livestock breeders in order to help them 
buy barley and grain at reduced prices. Kreisheh added 
that the government will also allocate JD50U.0U0 for 
livestock medicines. The minister said state grazing 
reserves will he open to the public. The ministries of 
water and irrigation and agriculture w ill provide water 
for livestock from desert wells, he said, adding that 
Ministry of Water and irrigation will continue 
rationing water supplies. 
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U.N. prosecutor 

launches Kosovo 

probe 

AMSTERDAM (R) — Unit- 
ed Nations chief war crimes 
prosecutor Louise Arbour wfll 
lead a mission to Kosovo to 
investigate the alleged slaugh- 
ter of 45 ethnic Aihanians by 
ftgoslav security forces, a 
spokesman said on Saturday. 
‘‘Arbour has launched an 
investigation into the most 
recent massacre in Kosovo. 
She is making arrangements 
to bead a field mission” 
Christian Chanier said, adding 
she expected to depan for 
Kosovo within the next 4S 
hours (see earlier story on 
page 4). 

Lloyd’s in Iraq 
to be replaced 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Inde- 
pendent inspection agents of 
Uoyd’s Register will be 
replaced with experts from 
Swiss firm Cotecna from the 
beginning of February, a U.N. 
spokesman said Saturday. 
‘The Cotecna people are 
already in the country and they 
wiH replace (he Lloyd’s agents 
from Feb. 1 when die contract 
with Lloyd's expires,” said the 
spokesman for the UJN. 
humanitarian programme in 
Iraq, George SomerwiH A 
toed of 54 Lloyds inspectors, 
under a contract with the Unit- 
ed Nations, are posted cm 
Iraq's land borders with Jor- 
dan, Syria and Turkey to 
chedt the imports, as^ well as in 
Ifie Gulf port of Umm Qasr in 
somhem Iraq. 

Bombs seized in H. 
Ireland after attack 

BELFAST (AFP) — A stock- 
pile of petrol bombs was 
seized by Northern Ireland 
pdke on Saturday after a sec- 
ond night's attack on a Belfast 
police station, a spokesman 
said. The 31 primed bombs, 
together with 12 paint bombs, 
were found during a search 
operation in a hardline 
Catholic republican area of the 
rizy after a petrol bomb alack 
on (he police station late on 
ftiday night The spokesman 
srid officers also found a four- 
metre long plank of w-ood 
studded with nails which was 
designed to be placed on the 
read to puncture tires. 

19 dead, 25 injured 
in Nepal bus crash 

kaihmandu cafp> — A t 

feast 19 people were killed and 
25 injured when a passenger 
bus crashed and fell into a 
river early Saturday, slate-run 
radio announced It said the 
bus was heading towards 
Gdkha district from Narayan- 
gadh when it ran off the road 
near Jalbire into the Trishuli 
l^enThe radio said 15 died 
rasramiy and another four 
'tfiile being treated for injuries 
^BhaiaipurHtt^iaLAjjotber 
25 passengers were being 
teamd for injuries, foe radio 
^d. It was not known if any 
foreigners were among the 
Passengers. 


_ rtrtlvcj^ Stolen Picassos, 
WST* Rembrandts 
3r0 ‘ w recovered in Spain 
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Madrid (AFP) — Spanish 
x.;-’ busted a large art traf- 

V‘ ‘“ c * n e ring on Friday and 
, , > {ttovacd stolen works by 

: T-.% : and Rembrandt 

LP I ' 3mon g others, police said Sat- 
'^• ’nie bust is the ‘largest 
^ i-.-r, JP^on to recover part of 
g[M*s heritage in Spanish 
.^y” a police spokesman 
n T he works are believed 
t v *-‘* 1 /• 10 be worth tens of billions of 

(60 mfflion Euro), 
i. . r®® of foe artworks wot: 

’ j ^ S ® 2£ d m a baise in Riba-Roja, 
. . a - Mediteminean city of 

Three suspected traf- 

,• were arrested, foe 

‘l-F a said, but no other 

‘ ‘KiaiU were available. 


King plans review of nation’s progress, challenges 


AMMAN (J.T.l — Hiv. 
Majesty King Hussein, in 
an address to the nation 
yesterday, announced that 
he plans to launch a com- 
prehensive review' of the 
country’s progress and 
challenges facing it. 

"We should, soon, make a 
comprehensive review of 
our nation's progress and 
address all issuesand chal- 
lenges foat occupy our 




minds or handicap our 
blessed progress.” the King 
said in a televised address 
from his residence in the 
U.K. 

“Now that 1 have recov- 
ered fully, by the grace of 
God, it will be merely the 
batting of an eye before 1 
am again in your midst, so 
that we can resume the 
work to build our nation,” 
foe King said ahead of his 


return to Amman on Tues- 
day after a six-monih 
absence. 

King Hussein left Jordan 
in mid-July to undergo 
treatment for non- 
Hodgkin’s lymphoma. 

The King received a clean 
bill of health after six ses- 
sions of chemotherapy and 
a slem-cell transplant at the 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, 
Minnesota, in the U.S. 



REGENT RECEIVES SYRIAC PATRIARCH: His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 
the Regent, on Saturday receives at the Royal Court Patriarch Zakka I, head of the Syri- 
ac Orthodox Church of the Orient, who expressed his congratulations on His Majesty King 
Hussein’s recovery. The patriarch said he performed prayers last Friday at the Syriac Mar 
Afram Church in Amman, thanking God for King Hussein's recovery. Patriarch Zakka 
voiced his appreciation of Prince Hassan's efforts to promote dialogue among followers of 
the three monotheistic religions, stressing the importance of such dialogue in strengthen- 
ing ties between Muslims and Christians (Photo by Boghos) 


The King announced 
Thursday in London that he 
would fly to Amman on 
Jan. I 4 *. 

In his 20-minute speech. 
King Hussein praised HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan. the 
Regent, fur "sparing no 
effort and giving generous- 
ly” during the King's 
absence. 

In a steady and calm 
voice. King Hussein told 
his people that during his 
treatment "my heart was 
never faint, my conscience 
knew neither impatience 
nor solitude, nor did iny 
determination and hope 
waver.” He stressed that 
“neither the distance nor 
the illness have stood 
between us.” 

After wishing all citizens 
a happy ’Eid Al Fitr. the 
King culled on Jordanians 
to refrain from the tradi- 
tional practice of using 
firearms to celebrate his 
return. 

"I know that you miss 
me. and that you have wait- 
ed a long time for this 
reunion. God knows how 
much I miss you. and how 
happy 1 am to be with you 
again. But let us express 
our joy in a civilised way 
free from any action that 
may cause even the slight- 
est harm, or mar the happi- 
ness of any member of our 
great Jordanian family."’ 

Hundreds of thousands of 
Jordanians are expected to 
throng Lhe streets to take 
part in massive celebrations 
for the King’s return. 

In 1992, about two mil- 



People gather Saturday in Amman to watch His Majesty King Hussein in an address 
to the country from London (.AFP photo) 


lion Jordanians took to the 
streets to celebrate the 
King's homecoming after 
the removal of a kidney, 
also at the Mayo Clinic. 

King Hussein also 
expressed his deep thanks 
and appreciation to all Jor- 
danians, and the leaders, 
presidents, and princes of 
friendly and brotherly 
countries, and the officials 
and citizens “from all parts 
of the world who have hur- 
ried to comfort themselves 
regarding my condition, 
and to inquire after my 
health, or who expressed 
wishes and prayers for my 
recovery,” said the King. 


Prince Hassan, speaking 
at a tree-planting ceremony 
Thursday, said he is expect- 
ing “bis decisions” from 
the King on his return 
home. 

Upon his return to Jordan, 
the King is also expected to 
take “major internal deci- 
sions to counter corrup- 
tion” and proceed with 
administrative reforms, a 
member of the King’s 
entourage told Agence 
France Pressc. 

"The King is determined 
to take hold of domestic 
matters " the source said. 

In a related development, 
the Lower House of Parlia- 


ment yesterday issued a 
statement on the occasion 
of 'Eid Al Fitr and the 
return of foe King congrat- 
ulating the Regent and the 
Hashemite family as well 
as the Jordanian people on 
these two occasions. 

The statement said Parlia- 
ment shares with Jordani- 
ans their festivities, voic- 
ing and reiterates its alle- 
giance to the Hashemite 
leadership. 

Parliament also stressed 
full support for the King- 
dom’s principled stand vis- 
a-vis Arab causes (see full 
text of King's speech on 
page 7). 


Israeli troops in 
armed incident with 
Palestinian police 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
Israeli army accused Pales- 
tinian police of sparking an 
armed incident Saturday by 
attempting to prevent the 
arrest of a woman who was 
acting suspiciously. 

Israeli troops in a joint 
patrol with Palestinian 
police in the southern Gaza 
Scrip tussled over the 
woman and an Israeli sol- 
dier fired his gun. the army 
said. 

A few moments later a 
burst of automatic fire rang 
out from a building occu- 


pied by Palestinian police- 
men in the area around the 
Gush Karif bloc of Jewish 
settlements. 

No one was hurl in either 
case. 

The woman, who turned 
out to be a police officer, 
iried to attack an Israeli 
officer with a knife, the 
Israeli army said. 

Senior officials from both 
sides arrived on the scene 
and the woman was taken 
to an office of the joint 
Israeli-Paleslinian liaison 
unit for questioning, it said. 


Clinton pays tribute to Israeli defence 
minister in apparent snub to Netanyahu 


Agencies 

U.S. PRESIDENT Bill Clin- 
ton has sent a message to 
Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai praising 
his role in advancing the 
Middle East peace process in 
an apparent snub to Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu, Israel Radio said 
Saturday. 

“The United Suites and 
Israel can continue to trust 
you to advance foe peace 
process and security in the 
region,” foe radio quoted 
Clinton as telling Mordechai. 
the cabinet's most prominent 
moderate. 


“Goodwill and political 
courage are necessary to 
implement foe Wye River 
agreement in its entirety 
despite foe domestic pres- 
sures and criticisms." foe 
message said. 

The message made no 
direct mention of Netanyahu 
who last month froze imple- 
mentation of the agreement 
Washington brokered in 
October cancelling a second 
pullback from the West Bank 
Israel was required to cany 
out. 

Netanyahu’s spokesman 
Aviv Bushinsky dismissed 
foe idea foat the letter was a 
snub to Netanvahu. who 


faces general elections on 
May 17. 

“I don’t see it that way. It’s 
good that Clinton is writing 
fetters. It should be wel- 
comed.” Bushinsky said. 

But political analyst Gerald 
Steinberg described foe mes- 
sage sent in recent days as an 
example of Clinton's partial- 
ity for Mordechai. 

"It could be seen las a 
snub]. They’ve always 
attempted to increase foe 
importance of Mordechai as 
a means of softening or 
changing Netanyahu's poli- 
cies," Steinberg told Reuters. 

The right-wing prime min- 
ister has" let it be known that 


he plans no further imple- 
mentation of foe accord until 
elections for parliament and 
the prime minister ship in 
May and has set out a series 
of demands of foe Palestini- 
ans, some of which go 
beyond the agreement’s 
requirements. 

Special LLS. envoy Dennis 
Ross on Tuesday called on 
both foe Israelis and Pales- 
tinians to honour their com- 
mitments under foe frozen 
lan d-for- security agreement. 

“Clearly from our point of 
view it is important to have 
the Wye River agreement 
implemented by both sides." 
Ross told reporters, after talks 


with Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat in the West 
Bank town of Ramallah. 

The Israeli defence minis- 
ter has maintained a careftil 
silence about his political 
plans letting it be known that 
he will stay in Netanyahu's 
right-wing Likud Parry for 
foe time being but does not 
rule out an eventual detec- 
tion. 

Both Netanyahu's main 
challengers — opposition 
Labour leader Ehud Barak 
and the centrist former army 
chief Amnon Lipkin-Shuhak 
— have tried to persuade 
him to join their ticket in 
recent davs. 


U.N. Security Council fails to reach agreement on Iraq 


UNITED NATIONS t AP) — At the 
end of a dizzying week of propos- 
als, counterproposals, documents 
and deliberations, the Security 
Council has made little progress on 
Iraq and may be more divided than 
ever. 

Council members say they are 
pleased and even encouraged that 
they are finally discussing Iraq and 
have proposals in hand a month 
after the U.S. -British air strikes 
ended U.N. oversight of Baghdad’s 
weapons programmes. 

But after a week of meetings and 
presentations on what to do next, 
the divisions that have crippled foe 
Security Council for more than a 
year appear to have only become 

more defined. .... 

The key question boils down to 
whether to abandon efforts to dis- 
arm Iraq or keep Dying »n the face 
of Bashdad’s decision to never 
again allow U.N. weapons inspec- 
tions. . , , 

France and Russia subscribe to the 

former and this week suggested a 
less intrusive monitoring system 
that would prevent Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein from acquiring 
new weapons of mass destruction. 
China hasn’t come forward with any 
written proposals but diplomats 
expect it will back Iraq's two other 
sympathisers on the council. 

The United States and Britain are 
intent on the latter, insisting foal foe 
council follow resolutions requiring 


U.N. inspector; to certify that Iraq 
has destroyed all its banned 
weapons. 

It appears the one issue that near- 
ly all five permanent and 10 nonper- 
manent members can agree on is 
foat they must do something to help 
Iraq’s 22 million people, who have 
been living under a U.N. oil embar- 
go for more than eight years. 

The embargo was imposed after 
Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1990. 

U.N. resolutions say it can be lift- 
ed only after inspectors report Iraq 
is disarmed. 

Washington seems to have made 
the most surprising leap considering 
its hard-line approach to Baghdad. 
It suggested foe council allow Iraq 
to export as much oil as it can — as 
long as the proceeds are used to buy 
food and medicine for Iraqis. 

The offer, however, has its own 
problems. As it stands, Baghdad 
can't pump enough oil to reach the 
maximum amount authorised under 
foe U.N, oil-for-food programme. 
That programme allows Iraq to 
export limited amounts of oil — 
$5.2 billion over six months — to 
buy humanitarian goods for foe 
Iraqi people. 

Because of depressed oil prices 
and production limits in Iraq, how- 
ever, Baghdad was able to export 
only about $3 billion in the second 
half of 1998. 

To try to boost exports, Washing- 
ton said Friday it would release con- 


New Turkish PM cites ‘chill’ 
in bilateral ties with Iraq 

ANKARA (AFP) — Turkey’s new prime minister, Bulent Ecevit, on Saturday 
said there is a “chill” in his country’s ties with Iraq because U.S. and British 
forces are using foe Inciriik base in southern Turkey for air patrols over Iraq. 

"Our relations are no longer what they once were. There is a certain chill in 
our bilateral tics.” Ecevit told foe daily MilliyeL 
Asked whether he believed the situation was a result of the U.S. and British 
use of the Inciriik base, Ecevit said: ''Of course, they [the Iraqis] are reacting.” 
On Tuesday, hours after presenting his new government's plan to parliament, 
Ecevit accused foe United States of “lacking a policy and strategy-” on Iraq. 

“1 am worried titat air raids will increase after foe end of Ramadan," he said, 
referring to the four-day Operation Desen Fox in December, and foe Holy 
Month, which will end with ti»e sighting of foe new moon, expected within the 
next week. 

He added foat he was "very concerned" about the current situation, and said 
he regretted that Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz had still not respond- 
ed lo an invitation to visit Turkey. 


tracts it had held up to repair Iraq's 
oil infrastructure. Washington also 
called for automatic approval for 
food and medicine contracts and 
encouraged voluntary humanitarian 
contributions to Iraq. 

France opened foe debate with a 
call to lift foe embargo altogether, 
but with controls to make sure 
Baghdad doesn’t use foe money to 
rebuild its weapons programmes. 
Russia suggested a similar scenario. 
Both have" economic interests in 
having the embargo lifted. 

Baghdad rejected any proposals 
that didn’t lift all sanctioas. 

While diplomats were for foe 


most part offering very diplomatic 
assessments of each other’s propos- 
als — “interesting” and “we’re 
studying them,” were common 
refrains — Deputy U.S. Ambas- 
sador Peter Burleigh had blunt 
words for the Russian proposal sub- 
mitted Friday. 

The proposal effectively says foe 
U.N. Special Commission, which 
has been canying out inspections, 
has no further use in Iraq. 

“Of course we reject that," 
Burleigh said after the council broke 
up for the week. “The question is 
how to get them back into Iraq." 

Discussions resume next week. 


‘Kurd guerrilla leader 
Ocalan leaves Italy’ 


ROME (Agencies) — Kurdish 
guerrilla leader Abdullah 
Ckalan left Italy on Saturday, 
the Italian government said. 

"Kurdish leader Abdullah 
Ocalan. having decided to 
leave Italy, has been accompa- 
nied to the border." a terse two- 
line government statement said. 

Italian media said Ocalan. 
leader of the Kuniish Labour 
Parly (PKKj which is outlawed 
in Turkey, was believed to be 
heading for Moscow. 

Ocalan arrived in Italy from 
Moscow on Nov. 12 and was 
arrested on a German warrant. 
Italy rejected a request to extra- 
dite him to Turkey to face trea- 
son charges because its laws 
ban sending back suspects who 
could face the death penalty'. 
Germany finally did not request 
his extradition. 

“He’s already left. He should 
have even arrived,” a govern- 
ment spokesman said. He 
declined to say where Ocular* 
was heading, saying only that 
he had “some doubts” that he 
had in fact gone to Russia 
Ocalan left in foe early evening, 
he said. 

A spokesman for foe Ger- 
man-based DEM news agency 


which is close to the PKK 
rebels said he was in a “safe 
place." 

Ocalan was freed last month 
by a Rome appeals court. He 
had sought political asylum, but 
Prime Minister Massimo 
D'Alema had publicly called 
him a terrorist and favoured an 
international trial. 

There have been demonstra- 
tions of support for Ocalan by 
Kurds in several European 
countries. 

The PKK leader was placed 
under house arrest from Nov. 
20 to Dec. 16 under police pro- 
tection, and he stayed in a \ ilia 
near Rome up u> foe time of his 
departure. 

Turkey holds Ocalan respon- 
sible few the deaths of 29.0U0 
people in a 14-year bailie for 
self-rule in the southeast. 

“The conditions for asylum 
did not exist. Ocalan was in 
effect a free man. He was free 
to leave the country." the Italian 
government spokesman said, 
He added foat Italy had pushed 
for an international trail but 
opposition from Turkey had 
prevented a decision on how 
foe trial could be brought from 
being made. 
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Saudi media urges Iraqis 
to revolt against Saddam 


RIYADH (AFP) — The 
Saudi media urged the peo- 
ple of Iraq on Saturday to 
rise up against President 
Saddam Hussein to put an 
end to years of suffering. 

“The Iraqi people have no 
other choice but to revolt 
against the tyrant of Bagh- 
dad." the Okaz newspaper 
said. 

“We are astonished by his 
calls for people to revolt 
against their governments, 
from him [Saddam] who 
has made his people suffer, 
sold off its wealth and 
heightened the division of 
the Arab Nation.” the daily 
said. 

“He has impoverished the 
Iraqis and put their children 
in the streets. His people 
hate him and await the end 
of his regime." Okaz said. 

The official SPA news 
agency said exiled Iraqis 
should join chose living in 
the country to act against 
Saddam, who became pres- 


ident in 1979. 

"Its time for the Iraqis 
who have fled the country 
and those who are sdU 
struggling at home to say 
their last word and put an 
end to years of suffering," 
SPA’s political commenta- 
tor said. 

Since the Iraqi leader's 
speech earlier this month 
calling for Arabs to rise up 
against their leaders, Sad- 
dam has been heavily criti- 
cised by the Saudi press. 

“Any attempt to deal with 
this bloodthirsty regime or 
with its gang is futile.” the 
A1 Yawm newspaper said. 

“The Iraqi regime is not 
credible and it would be 
useless to try and bring it 
into the Arab bossom or to 
allow it to participate in a 
limited or large Arab sum- 
mit." die newspaper said. 

After a meeting in the 
Red Sea port of Jeddah on 
Thursday the Gulf Cooper- 
ation Council's six foreign 


ministers said they were 
opposed to Iraq’s participa- 
tion in an Arab summit, 
diplomatic sources said. 

Yemen proposed an Arab 
summit following the four- 
day U.S.-British missile 
strikes on Iraq last month. 
This summit wall be dis- 
cussed at an Arab League 
meeting scheduled for later 
this month in Cairo. 

Iraq renewed its attacks 
on Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait on Friday, accusing 
them of deliberately damp- 
ening. with Egyptian com- 
plicity. Arab support for 
Baghdad. 

Baghdad has accused 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait of 
direct involvement in Oper- 
ation Desert Fox, since 
both countries allowed the 
Western allies to use their 
territory during the deadly 
strikes. 


Cyprus to make formal protest to 
Lebanon over illegal immigrants 


NICOSIA (AFP) — 
Cyprus reacted with 
growing anger Saturday 
as Lebanese officials 
continued to refuse 
responsibility for most 
of a boatload of immi- 
grants who arrived ille- 
gally in the east 
Mediterranean island 
this week. 

The foreign ministry 
said it would summon 
the Lebanese ambas- 
sador on Monday morn- 
ing to issue a formal 
protest after Beirut 
blocked a Cypriot 
police launch . from 
returning a boatload of 
, mainly .Arab migrants 
Nicosia says arrived 
from Lebanon. 

"There is going to be a 
protest because this was 
not the way to meet a 
police patrol ship in 
Beirut. There was a lack 
of willingness to coop- 
erate and we didn’t like 
that at all," permanent 
secretary Alecos Sham- 
bos said. 

Cyprus police said 
Lebanon despatched 
gunboats when the 
police launch attempted 
to land in the port of 
Beirut to handover the 
29 illegal immigrants 
they were deporting. 

After intervention by 
the Cyprus foreign min- 
istry, the Lebanese 
authorities eventually 
allowed six of the boat 
people — all of them 


Egyptians — to be 
handed over, but the 
launch was forced to 
return to Cyprus with 
the remaining 23, police 
said. 

Prime Minister Salim 
Hoss Saturday defended 
Lebanon’s refusal to 
take any more than the 
six Egyptians. 

“As for the others, 
they did not leave from 
Lebanon, so we consid- 
er ourselves absolved of 
any responsibility for 
them and have expelled 
them from Lebanese ter- 
ritorial waters,” he said. 

But his explanation 
did not satisfy the 
Cyprus foreign ministry' 
which said it would be 
taking the matter fur- 
ther. 

“We intend to pursue 
our aim of entering 
some kind of consulta- 
tion with them to find a 
practical solution to the 
problem which is get- 
ting very serious.” 
Shambos said. 

“We believe the 
Lebanese government 
must respond to the sit- 
uation and take practical 
steps to control the situ- 
ation in their own coun- 
try. It’s the responsibili- 
ty of each and every 
country in the region to 
cooperate with its 
neighbours,” he said. 

Illegal immigration is 
on the rise in Cyprus 
with most illegals arriv- 


ing by boat from 
Lebanon. 

The latest boatload 
arrived in the Konnos 
area near the south-east- 
ern resort of Ayia Napa 
on Wednesday night. 
The immigrants all told 
police they boarded in 
the northern Lebanese 
port of Tripoli and paid 
up to $2,000 for the 
voyage, expecting to be 
taken to Greece or Italy. 

Cyprus Foreign Minis- 
ter Yiannakis Cas- 
soulides said he would 
be raising the issue at a 
European level. 

“This is a serious 
problem many European 
and Mediterranean 
countries face which 
must be tackled collec- 
tively,” be told the offi- 
cial Cyprus News 
Agency. 

The Cyprus govern- 
ment plans to purchase 
four radar facilities at a 
cost of $25 million in a 
bid to stem the rising 
tide of illegal immi- 
grants, Justice Minister 
Nicos Koshis said Fri- 
day. 

“At least another 100 
illegal immigrants are 
waiting to leave 
Lebanon.” he said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


11 killed in attacks in Algeria 

ALGIERS (AFP) — Eleven people have been killed and 
scores of others injured since Wednesday in various attacks , 
blamed on armed Islamists, press reports said Saturday. A ! 
bomb blast Friday afternoon on a shop-lined street ofTiaret, ! 
350 kilometres Southwest of Algiers, killed two people and 
wounded 1 8 others. On Thursday, armed Islamists killed one | 
women and kidnapped another as they took their cattle to ! 
pasture in Al Marsa in the Chief region, 200 kflometres west ! 
of Algiers, the daily Demain 1’Algerie reported. In Bouira. j 
120 kilometres southeast of Algiers in the Kabyb’e region, 
one person was killed on Wednesday, the daily Le Matin 
said. 

Kissing couple ordered jailed in Egypt 

ALEXANDRIA (AFP) — An unmarried couple caught 
kissing in public were sentenced this week to one year in 
prison under Egypt’s morality laws, judicial officials said 
Saturday. Nuha AH and her boyfriend Magdi Abdul Rahim 
were locked in a passionate embrace outside the courthouse 
in the Mediterranean city of Alexandria in May 1997, obliv- 
ious to everything and everyone around them. A prosecutor 
who witnessed the kiss alerted colleagues who lodged legal 
proceedings against them for committing “an indecent act in 
public ” a judicial official said. It took the court nearly two 
years to hand down its verdict but the two are appealing. 

Earthquake jolts Iranian province 

TEHRAN (AP) — An earthquake with a 5.3 magnitude 
rocked several towns in northwestern Iran, the Islamic 
Republic News Agency reported Saturday. It said the quake, 
which occurred late Friday, jolted the cities of Baneh in Kur- 
distan province, Sardasht Piranshahr, Oshnaviyeh and 
Mahabad in West Azerbaijan province. There were no 
immediate reports of damage or casualties from the quake, 
which also shook parts of northern Iraq, the agency said. 

Egyptian lawyer sues Saddam 

CAIRO (AFP) — An Egyptian lawyer is suing Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein over the death of 6,000 Egyptians and 
demanding $50,000 in compensation for each victim. Judi- 
cial sources said Nabih A) Wahsb's suit will be beard Feb. 7. 
'1 demand that Saddam Hussein in his quality as president 
of Iraq pay 150.000 pounds in compensation to the families 
of each Egyptian killed in Iraq at the hands of the regime," 
Wahsh said in the lawsuit fried Jan. 12. Wahsh also urged 
Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Musa to officially ask Iraq 
for payment if the case is won. 

Israeli jets attack southern Lebanon 

SIDON ( AP) — Israeli warplanes raided southern Lebanon 
for the fourth straight day Saturday , security officials said. 
Two jets fired at least two air-to-surface missiles on the high- 
lands of Iqlim Al Tuffah. a stronghold of the HizboDah guer- 
rilla group that faces an Israeli-occupied border enclave in 
south Lebanon, the Lebanese officials said They spoke on 
customary condition of anonymity. Black smoke billowed 
from tite area around the deserted village of Mlita in IqKm 
Al Tuffah, but it was not immediately clear if the missiles hit 
the bases in the 9 am (07.-00 GMT) air strike, the fifth in 
south Lebanon this week. The two jets returned about half 
an hour later and fired at least one missile on a valley 
between the Shiite Muslim villages of Yaier and Jabal Al 
Boutoum near the southern port city of Tyre, the officials 
said 

Kuwaiti emir receives Iranian 
envoy for talks on Iraq 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — An Iranian envoy Saturday handed 
a message from President Mohammad Khatami to Kuwaiti 
Emir Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al Sabah as part of Iranian 
attempts to find a solution to the Iraqi crisis, the official KUNA 
news agency reported The news agency did not reveal the 
contents of the message, but said the two-day visit by Iranian 
Deputy Foreign Minister Mohammad Sadr was marie at 
Khatami’s request. Iran, current chairman of the Organisation 
of the Islamic Conference, said the visit would focus on Iraq’s 
territorial claims against Kuwait. Sadr; who arrived on Friday, 
was also received by Rime Minister Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah 
Al Sabah and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah. Sadr visited Iraq on Monday and TYiesday where he 
met Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz, Vice President Thha 
Yassin Ramadan and FbreigD Minister Mohammad Said Al 
Sahhaf. 
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An Iraqi taxi driver packs consumer goods and clothing in a taxi parking zone near 
Damascus before heading to Baghdad Jan. 16. After 17 years of a border closer wifo 
Syria, Iraq who has suffered eight-y ear-long U.N. sanctions took to the cheap Syri- 
an markets in 1997 as a main source for food and consumers good under the UJM. 
oil-for-food programme (Reuters photo) 

Saddam to reshuffle cabinet, Baath 
Party after Ramadan: Report • 


AMMAN (AFP) — Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
is expected to .announce 
significant changes to his 
cabinet and the ruling 
Baath Party after the Holy 
Month of Ramadan which 
ends this weekend, an 
opposition newspaper 
reported Saturday. 

The London-based Azza- 
man reported that four min- 
isters and three regional 
Baath leaders have been 
told they will be replaced 
after the *Eid Al Fitr feast 
which marks the end of 
Ramadan . . ••••■;■ 

The ministers concerned 
are Ministerof Culture, and 
Information Hamm am 


Abdul Khaleq, Minister of 
Agriculture Abdul Dah 
Hamid. Minister of Hous- 
ing Main Sursum and Min- 
ister of Industry Adnan Al 
Ani. it said. 

Azzaraan said Saddam 
was angry with the infor- 
mation minister for not 
ensuring television and 
radio broadcasts were 
resumed quickly after com- 
munications were hit in last 
month’s British-U.S. air 
strikes on Iraq. 

The ministries of housing 
and industry have been crit- 
icised for “failures in all 
departments.” according to 
the paper, while the agricul- 
turn minister stands 


Three men sent to jail for assaulting 
Iranian vice president ' 


TEHRAN (AP) — Three 
men who ncoanltpri an Iranian 
vice president and a cabinet 
minister were sentenced to 
lashings and prison terms on 
Saturday, Iran’s official news 
agency reported. 

A Tehran court sentenced 
Amir Farshad Ebrahimi to 
two yearn in prison and 50 
lashes. Kiyanoush Mozafiari 
and Seyed Babak Shahrestani 
were each sentenced to six 
months in prison and 30 lash- 
es, the Islamic Republic News 
Agerrcy reported. 

The men assaulted Vice 
President Abdullah Noun and 


Culture and Islamic Guidance 
Minister AtaoDah Mohajerani 
as they were walking away 
from Friday noon prayers in 
central Tehran on Sept 4. 

The convicts, who are in 
their early 20s. have told 
newspapers that they 
belonged to the vigilante 
group. Ansar-e-Hezbollah. 
which is allied to hard-liners 
in the government. But the 
group has denied this. 

The conviction comes at a 
time of increased tension in 
tire power struggle between 
conservatives in the govern- 
ment and a group of moder- 


JORD AN TELEVISION 
TeL 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

12.-00 The Jungle Boy 

01:00 PinkParaber 

01:30 ftaurefilm “Gone are the Etoys" 
15:00 ..The American chan show 

15:45 ; .Circus 

16:15 Vklkids 

16:45 .French Film 

18:15 .Omar Ben Abdul Aziz 

1WW Le Journal 

19:15 French programme 

1930 News Headtines 

1935 Comeday ‘If not for you' 
20HX) Journey across the Land of 
Islam 

2030 Walker Texas Ranger 

21:10 Mini —Series ‘Pbyingtbe fiefcf 

22,-00 News in English 

22:20 Feature film 'Worth Winning" 
23:00 JDoogie Howser 


PRAYER TIMES 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE 


4624S5.V462481 1. 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4771751. 

Amman Inter national Church 
TeL 5865897 


Congregation TeL 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 5811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints TeL 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
SaBeCoDegp TeL 5661757 
Church of the Ammndation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swd- 
fieh TfeL 5920146 
The Umate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

Ihe EjigEsb- Language 

CatboBc Parish TeL 4614190 


expected. Winds northerly mod- 
erate to active. In Aqaba, rainfall is 
expected during night Sides will 
he partly cloudy. Winds norther- 
ly moderate and seas calm, 
becoming rough in the night. 


A mman 

Aqaba 

Deserts — 

Jordan Valley 


.06/12 

.08/18 

04/13 

09/19 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 15, Aqaba 21 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 45 percent 
Aqaba 44 per cent 

Following are the temperatures 
expected today in the following 
areas: 


0436 

- ■ 

Evangelical Free Chur* Td. 

05:11.. 

— (Sunrise) Duha 

4892679 

UA6 

— — — Dbuhr 

The Baptist Church lfeL 

1436 

. - — ..‘Asr 

4628052 

17ri» 

. .Maghreb 

The Armenian Catholic 

1831 

,‘isha 

Church TeL 4771331 

The American Orthodox 


Ajlotm 

Jerash 

UmQays 

Madaba 

Petra 

DeadSea 


02/16 

.08/13 

.05/12 

02/11 

(E/13 

10/21 


CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swrifiefa, TeL 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 
4632785 

St Joseph Church TeL 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church TeL 
4622366 

Anglican Church TeL 


Church TeL 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by die Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected to 
drop gradually becoming oold 
with sides cloudy to partly cloudy. 
Occasional scattered showers are 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dt AfifSbokri 4898863 

Dn Khalil Ramadan 5358723 

Dn NkLriDahkb 5827195 

DC Yousef Na*r_ 4751144 


AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy 5661912 

Al Salam Pharmacy 4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy ...5537004 
RuknAlDawa Pharmacy 5536169 

KB ID: 

Dr. Issam Al Salih — (02)246858 
Fou’ad Pharmacy .(02)275360 

ZARQA: 

Dr. RatibAtaDah ....(09)994424 
Palestine Pharmacy.. (09)983562 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre. 4637 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 5661 1 ii 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

4630341 

Gvil Defence Emetgency — 199 
Rescue Police.. 192,4621111,4637777 

fire Brigade. 4617101 

Blood Bank. .4775121 

Highway Police..., 5343402 

Traffic Police -4896390 

Riblic Security Dept .4630321 

Hotel Cgmpkdms» „56G5S00 

Price Complaints 566 1 176 

Ctnr^fainis 4897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

4787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 0132 

Comal Amman Telephone Repairs 

4623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs.—. _566 1101 
Jordan Television .4773111 


Radio Jordan .477411 1 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority -5815615 

Electric Power Co 4636381 

RJ Flight Infcunahon— 44-53200 
Queen Alia M. Airport —44-53209 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre far Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery — 5921199 

The Islamic, Abdti 5666 1 3 1/7 

Hussein Medical Centre.,5856856 

Luzmila .4630195 

Khalidi Maternity 4644281/6 

Akfleh Maternity 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity— 4642362 

Malhas. J. Amman. .4636140 

Palestine. Shmrisani 5607071 

Shmrisani Hospital 5607431 

Jordan Hospital 5607550 

University Hospital 5353444 

AJ-MuasberHospha] .5667227# 

Al-AhlL Abdali 566416V6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 4777101/3 

AJ-Bashir 4775111/26 

Army. Marica 489 1 6l 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5157100 

Amal Hospital 5607155 

Al Amai Cancer Centre J>353000 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital .(09)983323 
Zaitja National HospitaL (09)900560 
Iba Sina Hospital — (09)986731 
Al HDana Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 

KBUh 


Princes Basna Hospital .(02)275555 
Roman Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)7101372, (02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(02)7102831,(02)7102011 

Speciality Hospital — 102)7103100 

AQABA: 

Princess HayaHospnal (03)2040111 


FOR THE TRAV ETJ.fr 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied bv 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(44153200-5, where it should 
always be verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 44 (52700L Information on 
Royal Wings flights can be sup- 
plied on phone 4S75201-5 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Fhghts 

0635 Bangkok. Doha (RJ) 

0&25 Dubai (RJ) 

0835 Jeddah (RJ) 

0&45 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

08:50 — Dhahran, Riyadh (RJ) 

09riW Beirut (RJ) 

0925 . — — — Bombay (RJ) 


16:00 AlAinlRJ) 

16-A5 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:45 London (RJ) 

18:05 —Athens (RJ) 

1835 — Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

19:25 Paris. Brussels (RJ) 

20:45 .Rome. Athens (RJ) 

20:10 -Frankfurt (RJ) 

21:00 Vienna (RJ) 

00:10 Cairo (RJ) 

00*20 5hann Elsbeikb (RJi 


Other Fli ghts 

12:30 Aden (IY) 

1435 _ .Istanbul (TK) 

1&00 — JDubaL Damascus (EK) 

1&40 Beirut (ME) 

1&45 Kiev (6U) 

lfc<)5 Jurist AF) 

2025 .TdAviviLY) 

20:40 Cano (MS) 

22:25 —London, Damascus (BA) 

2335 - Amsterdam (KL) 

23:55 LamacafCY) 

0<fc55 Bucharest (RO) 

02.-00 Rome (AZ) 

Royal WSugs (KW) Flights 
0930 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW> 

U:10_Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

16riHLAqaba (striving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

U5*45Tel Aviv (anving at QAIA) 

Aqaba (arriving at Maria 
Airport) (RW) 


ates led by Preadem Moham- 
mad Khatami. 

Iran was shocked earikxtte 

month when the inteffigSK 
ministry announced that 10 ol 
its officials wane connected B 
die murders of five dusdas 
and writers. 

Militant attacks ori'leadint 
moderates had taken place ftr 
more than a yearand bad gcff 
unpunished The disclosure of 
official involvement 1® 
increased the pressure fit ^ 
government to take 
against vigilantes and bad- 
liners who take the law ii® 
their own hands. - 


DEPARTURES j 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) IhgWs \ 

0620 Beins(WU 

07:05 — -Parish 

08:45 — ^ AJAintRfl |j 

10:15 0 j 

l(kS0 Aqaba.'ViennBlKJ 1 \\ 

11:00 ' 

11:25 „ _T\ims, CasaHanca t® [ 
11 JO .A m sterdam. New YakJW' 
12:15 

M:15 Cairo (W' 

2(k30 Jedd*^ 

20*35 

21*45 .J3fflaasnJs(M 

21:00 -Abal»altDub^J 
21:25 Sharm EbhefldfQU 1 

2230 iBan^pk#’ 

22:45 — Saaa*™ 

00:10 

• - »rv' 

Other Flights ; 

07:10 j 

2 i:io — 


accused of fafirng to pre- 
pare for a bad harvest^ 
year. 

Of the three Baath Pan 
leaders who wifi 1 ~ be 

replaced, one is leaving for 
health reasons while the 
other two will be sadsnl fir 
poor performance, said the 
article, a copy of wtridms 
received by ARP n 

Amman. " 

The paper also rioted 
that Saddam has decided 
noi to reshuffle the posts of 
regional governors and 
police chiefs ‘leariBgpcgs- 
tive consequences on the 
internal situation.” ' 
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Home News 

Criminal Court upholds execution verdict 
in murder of six-year-old Jerash child 


Jordan Times, Sunday, January 17, 1999 


By Rana Hussdni 

AMMAN — The Criminal 
Court has upheld its October 

'ruling to execute a 22- 
vear-oid after he was found 
juihv of iviLudering a six-year- 
old child in Jerash last March. 

Ahmad Mohammad was con- 
victed on Oct. 25. 1 998. of mur- 
dering Bara." Mohammad in 
Souf Retugce Camp, near 
Jeradi. on March 21, 1998. to 
avenge his mothers alleged 
problems with her in-laws. 

Butin December, the Conn of 
Cassation .which examined the 
riding, returned die case to the 
rnavirial Court asking it to take 
toftfte defendant's men- 



tal condition and to also consid- 
er that his mother was beinu 
treated for mental problems. 

But the Criminal Coun last 
week ruled that the defendant 
was mentally sane when he 
stood trial and that “there was no 
need to place hint under medical 
observation." 

“It was clear to our tribunal 
that he w as mentally stable and 
that he was responding to our 
questions in a normal manner.” 
the court said. 

The defence team also failed 
to provide the court with any 
medical evidence or reports to 
prove that "the defendant was 
mentally sick or that his mother 
was being treated for mental 


problems at u hospital as the 
defendant had claimed." 

According to court mutscripLs. 
the defendant believed that his 
in-laws were behind his moth- 
er *s menial problems and plot- 
ted to kill one of their family 
members in revenge. 

On the morning of the inci- 
dent. the defendant took the 
child to his house, strangled her. 
slabbed her with a kitchen knife 
smashed Iter skull with a brick 
then buried her in the backyard 
of his house, the court added. 

Tit verdict will be reviewed 
for a second time by the Court of 
Cassation, which will eitltcr 
uphold or ratify the Criminal 
Court's Jan. 14 ruling. 


udents receive Bible lessons 


■ ,L 'J ijiimsr 
t'T a bad har.t; 

to three Bui; 
-f' ■-> ho *i 

jced. • -ite i : tot 
n 

r ;-a .• wjUlviai 
- penonriancia 
ie. j vopv ol wt 
•i’.ei r;. tft 

m'i.IlI 

jL«. j? 

s.ii'jjiti L z 

• . tf'.il -JiiveTWBi 

5. . .hiii- "isir 
; '' 
• tUJli'W* 


issaui 


• . Ftv 'l 1, 

,J k^LSTll 

j? 

o hs, i* 

s - -MX^'**** 

. : ..nier* 

.T-jUCT" 


f^By J 0 *™ Haiaby 

i". The Associated Press 

AMMAN— More than 1,100 
Christian students have started 
receiving Bible lessons in pub- 
lic schools for the fire time in 
this predominantly Muslim 
h&iun, an education ministry 
official said. 

Mahmoud Masad, the min- 
istry's director general, said the 
1,124 students getting the reli- 
gion lessons are Christians in 
different grades at slate schools 
in five cities in Jordan. 

Giristians make up around 
three per cent of Jordan's 3.S 
million population. Christian 
education is already taught at 
50 private high schools, which 
offer primarily the American. 
British and French curriculum. 
The stare’s decision to intro- 
duce Christian lessons in pub- 


lic schools is in line with the 
Constitution which guarantees 
religious freedom for all citi- 
zens. 

Masad told the Associated 
Press that Christian education 
begun earlier this month in line 
with an agreement with die 
Jordan Council of Churches 
that groups several Christian 
communities. 

The decision was announced 
in November and lessons were 
to start in December, but 
bureaucracy delayed the begin- 
ning of the programme. Father 
Hanna Jallouf. a council of 
churches coordinator, said 
Christian students in govern- 
ment schools are artending 
Bible classes once a week for 
45 minutes in the cities of Salt. 
IrbitL Ajloun. Madaba and 
Fuheis. 

He said the churches plan to 


introduce similar classes in the 
capital Amman and the cities 
of Zarqa and Kuruk later this 
year. He said the Christian cur- 
riculum used is based on that 
uiughl in Syria since no suit- 
able textbooks are available in 
Jordan and the West Bank. 

He said Jordan is expected to 
introduce its own curricula in 
two years. 

In a separate development, 
the state approved a 20-year 
lease of four-square kilometres 
of land to the Christian 
Muronite community in 
Amman to build its church in 
the country. 

The parish will serve 1 ,500 
Maronitc adherents and will 
rank sixth in a list of the nine 
Christian churches recognised 
by the state under a 1958 
decree issued by King Hus- 
sein. 


What’s GoingOn 


Special Religious Services 

Assemblies of God Churches around the Kingdom 
will hold today at 10:00 a.m. special prayer services to 
offer thanks .for His Majesty King Hussein’s recovery 
and pray for his safe rearm. . . ,! 

Film-'" " "" 

• “Le Capitan” at the French Cultural Centre, Jabal 
Weibdeh, on Monday Jan. 18 at 8:30 p.m. 

Exhibitions 

• Exhibition of ceramics, sculpture, and abstract 
(plastic) art by Jordanian. Iraqi, Syrian, Lebanese, and 
Sudanese artists at Hammourabi Art Gallery', Gardens 
Street (Tel. 5536098), until Jan. 25. 

• The Warm Winter” — works by several artists at 
Orfali Art Gallery, Um Uthaina (Tel. 5526932). until 
Feb. I. 

• The Tenth Anniversary Exhibition of Contempo- 
rary Arab Artists at Darat AJ Funun, Jabal Weibdeh (Tel. 
4643251/2). until Jan. 28. 


Police investigate 
shooting 
of woman 

AMMAN (XT.) — Police 
are questioning the hus- 
band of an iS-year-okl 
woman in connection with 
her -accidental shooting in 
:Mullii_Zohour^inihiraiI£S 
before the Ramadan iftar 
banquet was served on Fri- 
day, officials said Saturday. 

The victim. A.Y„ was 
allegedly shot by her hus- 
band once, one official said. 
The bullet penetrated her 
left eye before resting 
inside her skuIL 
Police said they were 
investigating the incident. 

‘"Initial investigation indi- 
cares that the woman was 
shot by her husband who 
claimed that he was clean- 
ing his gun." the official 
said. He said he could not 
give further details until the 
investigation was over. 


Senate endorses 1999 budget, 
urges reforms to Income Tax Law 


AMMAN I Petra) — The 
Senate Saturday endorsed 
the state's JD2.J60 billion 
1999 budget along with a 
report by ihe Financial 
Committee containing ihe 
Senate’s recommendations 
on social and economic 
issues. 

The draft budget, 
approved earlier by the 
Lower House of Parlia- 
ment. will be referred to 
the Royal Court for ratifi- 
cation by Royal Decree. 

At the omsef of the ses- 
sion, attended by Prime 
Minister Fayez Tarawnch 
and Cabinet members. 
Financial Committee Rap- 
porteur Kama! Shaer read 
the report and the recom- 
mendations. 

The report supported a 
pledge from the govern- 
tn cni contained in the bud- 
get statement concerning 
the continuation of the 
economic reform pro- 
gramme and its steps to 
deal with public debt. 

The committee said the 
budget contains positive 
features such as a four per 
cent drop in current expen- 
diture from the 1998 bud- 
get, and urged the govern- 
ment to concentrate capital 
expenses on investments in 
water networks, which 
should be given priority 
over other development 
projects. 

The report expressed the 


committee's concern about 
the country’s economic 
growth which began 
falling in 1996. The report 
said the situation prompt- 
ed the committee lo hold a 
series of meetings with the 
guvernmenfs economic 
team to discuNS solutions. 

According to the report, 
ihe annual economic 
growth rate dropped from 
5.8 per cent in 1993 to one 
per cent in 1996 before 
starting to rise again in 
i 997. Economic grim ih 
lhar year was registered at 
1.3 per cent in 1997. and in 
1998. the country achieved 
2.2 per cent GDP growth. 

The committee recom- 
mended that the govern- 
ment publish monthly 
reports on the Kingdom's 
financial situation and said 
the government should 
adopt an effective five- 
year programme to 
reestablish the national 
economic balance to 
achieve reasonable eco- 
nomic growth rales. 

Senator Ahmad Ohcidat 
referred lo Jordan’s envi- 
ronmental situation, draw- 
ing die government's 
attention to the need for a 
safe and efficient strategy 
to utilise dwindling under- 
ground water resources, 
the Senator said 50 mil- 
lion cubic metres (ntent) of 
water is over-pumped from 
each underwater basin 


annually compared to 20 
mem annually in the past 
few years. 

He ui-so drew attention to 
the need lor effect i\e mea- 
sures to halt pollution of 
underground water 

resources and soil due to 
the dumping ol hazardous 
waste. 

Senator Taber Masri said 
the draft budget again 
repeals monetary, financial 
and administrative imbal- 
ances from which Jordan 
has been suffering. He suni 
85 per cent of the stale’s 
budget is allocated to 
recurrent expenses such a> 
salaries and the payment 
of foreign debts. 

He warned that, unless 
the go\emmem adopts 
more practical measures to 
ensure higher economic 
growth. The aspirations 
expressed in the budget 
statement cannot be ful- 
filled. 

These measures, he said, 
include reducing routine 
investment procedures, 
reducing customs proce- 
dures. and offering incen- 
tives for increased produc- 
tion and exports. 

He said the government 
can confront unemploy- 
ment and poverty only 
through qualifying Jorda- 
nians. through vocational 
training, to take up jobs in 
the local market currently 
filled by guest workers. 


Masri said economic and 
political reforms can only 
he realised when social 
justice is achieved. 

In a reply to the senators' 
remarks. Taraw neh said 
his government agrees 
with the committee's rec- 
ommendations calling for 
the reform of the Income 
Tax Law. Further, he said, 
he supports its demands 
for achieving justice with- 
out discrimination among 
Jordanians. 

He said ihe recommen- 
daiiun is in line with the 
government's policy of 
reducing customs duty on 
production inputs and 
compensating the loss to 
the treasury with an 
increase in sales tax. 

The prime minister said 
the government has 
pledged before the Lower 
House of Parliament to 
give this matter due con- 
cern -r.J attention, and that 
the government will 
organise meetings to deter- 
mine the most appropriate 
form of investment in the 
Kingdom's three regions. 
The meetings will com- 
mence the first quarter of 
the year. 

Tafawneh referred to 
plans for interaction with 
Arab. regional and 
international economics to 
invigorate the national 
economy, and said that 
Jordan can only achieve 


this through the private 
sector. 

He said the government 
urges the private sector to 
act as the government’s 
partner in development 
and shoulder responsibili- 
ty. He added that the gov- 
ernment will soon create a 
committee to help the pri- 
vate sector in its endeav- 
our to stimulate ihe 
national economy. 

Referring to education, 
the prime minister said the 
government agrees with 
the committee’s recom- 
mendation to reuse the 
system of accepting stu- 
dents to universities and 
vocational centres in order 
to best meet the needs of 
the local labour market. 

Tarawnch said the gov- 
ernment is deeply con- 
cerned about the drought 
situation and its adverse 
effects on agriculture and 
livestock in the country, 
adding that the Council of 
Ministers, who were to 
meet late Saturday 
evening, w ere to announce 
emergency measures to 
deal with the shortage of 
rainfall, (see related story 
on page ! ). 

Taraw neh also said the 
Cabinei is taking measures 
to fiund a national water 
company to begin drawing 
water from the Disi aquifer 
in the south eastern region 
to Amman. 


Man sentenced to seven and a half years for killing divorced daughter 

Court rejects ‘fit of fury ’ argument 


By Rana Husseini 

AMMAN — A 55 -year- 
old man was sentenced to 
seven and a half years in 
jail for killing his 
divorced daughter and 
attempting to take the life 
of her alleged lover m A I 
Hussein' refugee camp in 
Amman in August 1998. 

The tribunal first hand- 
ed Jumah Ibrahim a 15- 
year prison term for mur- 
dering his daughter Nabi- 
lah. 35. But the sentence 
was immediately com- 
muted to half because 
“Nabilah’s brother 

dropped charges against 
his father.” 

Ibrahim received a sim- 
ilar sentencing for 
attempting to murder her 
alleged lover, identified 


as Mohammad Khalid, 
52. 

Under Jordanian law, 
the defendant must serve 
the highest sentence of 
the two rendered. 

According to court doc- 
uments, the victim was 
divorced a day after her 
marriage in 1992 
“because her husband 
claimed that she was not 
a virgin.” 

Nabilah returned to her 
family's house to live 
with her mother. Her 
father, w'ho had left to the 
U.S. the same year, 
returned to the Kingdom 
five months prior to the 
incident. 

On the morning of the 
incident, he sent a bullet 
into the head of his 
dauehter after an argu- 


ment while on their way 
to the Civil Status 
Department in the Hus- 
sein camp to acquire an 
identification card for 
her. 

Ibrahim. the court 
added, asked his daughter 
about her alleged deflow- 
ering before her 1992 
marriage and she identi- 
fied her lover as Moham- 
mad Khalid. 

Then, she blamed her 
father for destroying her 
life "because [he] took a 
second wife” and went to 
America. 

"Ibrahim immediately 
pulled out his gun and 
fired one shot at his 
daughter. Then, he went 
to the Jabal Zohour ser- 
vice stop, where Khalid 
worked, and shot him 


once in the neck and fled 
the scene," the court 
added. 

The coun rejected the 
defendant's argument 
that he should benefit 
from a sentence reduc- 
tion because he killed his 
daughter "in a fit of fury'.” 
Linder Jordanian law. 
men who claim, and later 
prove, to have killed in a 
"fit of fury'” are exonerat- 
ed of responsibility in 
their actions or receive a 
much-reduced sentence. 

"The defendant had 
been in the country for 
five months, knowing 
that his daughter was not 
a virgin, and she even 
stayed at his house for a 
week before the incident, 
and he did not kill her," 
the coun said. 


But the court decided to 
amend both charges of 
premeditated murder and 
attempted murder against 
the defendant to 
manslaughter and 

attempted manslaughter 
"because he committed 
his crimes after an argu- 
ment." 

Nabilah was one of 20 
women reportedly killed 
in the Kingdom last year 
in the name of "family 
honour." according to 
official records. 

The verdict, handed 
dow'n by justices 
Mohammad Ajarmeh. 
Mifleh Mubeidin and Issa 
Hamdan, will automati- 
cally be reviewed by the 
Court of Cassation within 
30 davs. 
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The Year of the Elderly finds Jordan’s senior citizens in need 

‘They are sitting at home doing nothing, they are not made to feel productive and have no recreational facilities’— WHO consultant 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

AMMAN — A study' released just 
ahead of the new year — declared by 
to United Nations the Year of the 
Elderly — has shown that Jordan's 
senior citizens are in need of our listen- 
ing ear as well as our financial support, 
a senior UN. researcher has said. 

“The elderly suffer from loneliness, 
bxedom, anxiety and depression." said 
Sawsan Majali.’ a consultant for the 
World Health Oiganisation (WHO), 
who recently helped prepare a study on 
to Kingdom's elderly for the WHO 
and the Ministry of Health. “They are 
siting at home doing nothing, they are 
°ot made to feel productive and have 
^recreational facilities” 

The elderly in Jordan represent a 
tore 429 per cent of the country’s bur- 
geoning population, but the number is 



expected to grow drastically when Jor- 
dan's young population begins to age. 

The study showed that the elderly — 
defined as’ those 60 years of age and 
above — suffer from chronic problems 
that "induce certain disease conditions 
as these 60-year-olds and above 
become inactive and immobile." said 
Majali. 

Senior citizens tend to belong to me 
low-income economic bracket and are 
generally not covered by health insur- 
ance since tliev no longer participate in 
the labour force. Many make use of 
oeneral health services provided by the 
health ministry, whose services are not 
particularly seared towards the needs 
of the elderly. The high cost of health 
care was determined as a main reason 
that the elderly do not seek medical 
care. Ibis was Followed by the unavail- 
ability of health insurance and poor 
' treatment. 

The study showed that among 
the common complaint of the 
Kinsdom's aged, a lack of clubs 
and*c!inics ranked high on their 
list of grievances, while some 
even complained of lacking 
basic necessities such as electric- 
ity in their homes. 

’The findings of the study, 
released last month, showed that 
the elderly live with their fami- 
lies or at nursing homes and that 
62 per cent wire illiterate, the 
majority married, and 26.7 per 
cent widowed. 

Majali said their sources of 
income vaned, but usually came 
ffom their children or retirement 
or social security benefits. The 
majority, however, had no retire- 
ment salary, and only 1 .7 per cent 


enjoyed a retirement salary lhar ranged 
from JD 150- 199 monthly. Three per 
cent of the sample had no source of 
income. 

After serving a minimum of 20 years 
in the public sector, employees are enti- 


‘The elderly 
suffer from 
loneliness, 
boredom, 
anxiety and 
depression’ 
— Sawsan 
Majali 


tied to a retirement salary determined 
by the number of years in service. 
Women arc entitled to this salary' after 
15 years of work. Tlie Ministry of 
Social Development, through the 
National Aid Fund, provides monthly 
allowances to the elderly who do not 
have familial support or who cannot 
secure other income. 

“An elderly person fives with an aver- 
age number ot four people, mostly with 
their spouses and unmarried children,” 
said Majali. "Another 2 1.9 per cent five 
with their extended family.* 

However, senior citizens reported 


that even living with families has 
not necessarily "lessened the burden 
of oldage. 

In an" interview with the Jordan 
Times’, Majali also explained char 
the elderly have little assistance at 
home in their daily activities and 
lend to feel financially insecure. 

Heal tit workers and psychologists 
believe that more effort and 
resources should be exerted to sup- 
port and maintain the elderly in 
their homes with their families. 
This, they said, could be accom- 
plished through the adoption of 
clear policies that provide coordi- 
nated support for the elderly and 
those who continue to support and 
care for them. 

Jordan has eight nursing homes, 
four of which are non-profit volun- 
tary societies financially supported 
by the Ministry of Social Develop- 
ment, the General Union for Volun- 
tary Societies and charitable dona- 
tions. They house some 200 elderly 
citizens who pay a monthly fee 
ranging from a minimum of JD60 
and" a maximum of JD350. 

“All nursing homes here mix the 
elderly with people who have mental 
health problems such as dementia,” 
said Majali. ‘This adversely affects 
them (the elderly)” 

Staff was found to be poorly qualified 
in taking care of the psychological, 
health and social problems of senior 
citizens, further exacerbating already 
tenuous circumstances, she said Psy- 
chiatrists who visit nursing homes only 
provide health care when the main 
need of elderly patients is often a lis- 
tening ear, sometimes in the form of 
counselling. 



Photo by Yusef Alan 

‘We do not have any geriatric spe- 
cialists in the Kingdom, and our facul- 
ties of medicine do not offer specific 
courses for the care of the elderly” said 
Majali. 

This sentiment also was echoed by 
departments of psychology and sociol- 
ogy at local universities. 

A National Committee for the Elder- 
ly in Jordan was established two years 
ago to prepare programmes and activi- 
ties for the elderly, and aims to develop 
a national plan for their care based on 
the Arab League’s Care of the Elderly 
plan put forthm 1997. . . 

Based on Majali 's study, a national 
strategy has been developed for better 


health care and greater attention to 
senior citizens' health care concerns 
that will be integrated within the 
national committee's plan, the 
researcher said. The strategy calls for 
the establishment of a unit within the 
health ministry responsible for elderly 
health care. 

The strategy also suggests the provi- 
sion of home health core services and 
support to the families that look after 
senior citizens, Majali said. 

The Ministry of Social Development 
has pledged financial and administra- 
tive support for any organisation which 
establishes day care activities targeting 
the 60-plus age group. 
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At least 22 Kosovo 
Albanians found dead 


BEBUS HILL. Serbia iR) 
— The bodies of at least 
22 ethnic Albanians, most 
shot through the head or 
neck, were found in 
southern Kosovo 

Saturday. 

The victims, all men 
between the ages of 18 
and 65. were laid out in a 
ditch. They were not in 
uniform. 

A local ethnic Albanian 
whose father and two 
brothers were among the 
dead told Reuters at the 
scene that they had been 
arrested by police with 
other men from Racak vil- 
lage, about 25 km south of 
the Kosovo regional capi- 
tal Pristina, Thursday 
night. 

There was no immediate 
comment from the 
Serbian authorities. 

Police and army units 
who had been deployed in 
the area Friday and had 
been involved in a sus- 
tained exchange of fire 
with ethnic Albanian 
guerrillas were nowhere 
to be seen. A police heli- 
copter hovered overhead. 

Sami Syla. 41, told 
Reuters his 65-vear-old 
father and brothers, aged 
30 and 36. were among 
the bodies laid out in the 
dry bed of a stream on 
Bebus Hill, overlooking 
Racak. 

“They were taken from 
their homes, arrested and 
told they would be taken 
to Urosevac (a nearby 
town)," said Syla. “But 
later they were brought to 
the hill and executed,” he 
said. 

Two women and a 
young man who had three 
brothers among the dead 
were crying over the 


remains, while guerrillas 
stood by. 

International monitors 
were at the site and one 
relayed information about 
the bodies over a radio. 
“It looks like they were 
shot trying to escape," he 
said. 

They then moved off to 
investigate other sites 
where local ethnic 
Albanians said there were 
more bodies. Syla said 
there were more than 40 
in all. but it was not possi- 
ble to confirm that imme- 
diately. 

Independence-minded 
ethnic Albanians outnum- 
ber Serbs by nine to one 
in Kosovo, a southern 
province of Serbia where 
some 2.000 people were 
killed and a quarter of a 
million driven from their 
homes in fighting last 
year. 

Last autumn, villagers 
accused Serb police of 
massacring two groups of 
ethnic Albanians whose 
discovery prompted 
NATO to threaten air 
strikes against Serbia. 
Belgrade said the killings 
had been staged by ethnic 
Albanians to goad NATO 
into action. 

The United States bro- 
kered a ceasefire in 
October, but violence has 
escalated sharply in recent 
weeks. 

The Serb-run Media 
Centre in the Kosovo cap- 
ital Pristina quoted police 
Friday as saying at least 
15 ethnic Albanian guer- 
rillas had been killed in 
fighting near Racak which 
was witnessed earlier in 
the day by a Reuters 
reporting team. 

The leading Kosovo 


Albanian daily. Koha 
Ditore, Saturday pub- 
lished a denial of the 
Media Centre report from 
sources close to the guer- 
rillas, who coll them- 
selves the Kosovo 
Liberation Army (KLA). 

They quoted a local 
KLA commander in the 
region as saying one guer- 
rilla had been killed and 
three wounded, and that 
tnere could be civilian 
ciksualdes. He also said 
the guerrillas had 
destroyed an armoured 
personnel carrier with 
police in it. 

A hospital worker in 
Pristina told Reuters 
Friday a wounded police- 
man had been brought in 
from the area, where 
reporters saw snipers and 
niortars being used 
against the police and 
army, which responded 
with tanks and heavy 
machine guns. 

The Media Centre had 
no word on police casual- 
ties from Friday’s fighting 
in Racak and the neigh- 
bouring hamlet of 
Petrovo. 

A spokesman for the 
international monitoring 
mission said one of its 
senior members had man- 
aged to stop the firing 
Friday afternoon. He had 
no word on casualties. 

It was one of two out- 
breaks of fighting Friday. 
In western Kosovo, two 
monitors were wounded 
when unidentified gun- 
men fired repeatedly at 
their vehicle. 

It was the first time the 
monitors, who have found 
themselves trying to shore 
up the ragged truce, had 
been shot at and wounded. 



An e thni c Albanian mourns next to the bodies of at least 22 villagers from Racak 
which were found in a ditch on Bebus Hill, the site of recent fighting in southern 
Kosovo. Serbian police forces and Yugoslav army were deployed in the area Friday 
and had been involved in a sustained exchange of fire with ethnic Albanian guerrillas 
(Reuters photo) 


Attack on OSCE ceasefire 
monitors ‘deliberate’ 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
attack on two members of 
the OSCE in Kosovo Friday 
appears to have been 
“deliberate." the head of the 
Kosovo Verification 

Mission (KVM). William 
Walker, said Saturday in an 
interview with the BBC. 

Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) spokesman Mans 
Nyberg had said in Vienna 
Friday that early indications 
were that the OSCE person- 
nel had been “targeted." 

The two monitors, one 
British and the other a 
locally-hired Serb inter- 
preter. were travelling in a 
convoy of two armoured 
cars at Decane, 40 kilome- 
tres west of the Kosovo 


capital Pristina when they 
were hit by apparent sniper 
fire. They went taken to 
hospital in Pristina where 
they were said to be out of 
danger. 

Walker told the BBC: 
“There were three of our 
vehicles. They are bright 
orange. They have the 
OSCE logo on the side. We 
notified everybody in the 
region that they were going 
to be going up and down on 
this patrol. 

“What I’ve heard so far 
about the firing is it was not 
just one shot or two shots. It 
.was sustained firing. That 
would lead me to believe it 
was a deliberate shooting." 
he said. 

“Everybody in the mis- 


sion is shocked that some- 
body would deliberately 
shoot at our orange vehicles 
knowing that we’re in there 
and we’re unarmed and 
we're on the mission that 
we're on.” he added. 

The incident was the first 
in which unarmed members 
of the mission have been 
injured since it deployed 
before Christmas to help 
shore up a fragile ceasefire 
in the Serbian province 
populated mainly by 
Albanians. 

Nyberg commented: 
“This should still be seen as 
an isolated incident in an 
area which is particularly 
tense, so at this point it 
would not affect the mis- 
sion as a whole.” 


‘China building another structure 
on disputed Spratlys reef’ 


MANILA (AFPj — China is 
building another structure on a 
Spratly islands reef claimed by 
Manila and has dispatched two 
vessels believed to be missile 
frigates to back up the work, a 
Philippine military report 
obtained here Saturday said 

The incident threatens to 
exacerbate the tensions 
between Manila and Beijing, 
which have been strained since 
the discovery that China was 
setting up a structure on 
Mischief Reef, an ouierop in 
the Spratly group. 

The military report said 
reconnaissance flights found 
another concrete structure ris- 
ing on Mischief Reef where 
China first set up a permanent 
structure in 1995 which was 
recently expanded. 

The report also said the 
Chinese ships were seen mov- 
ing at close range near three 
Fhilippine-occupied Spratley 
islands. 

In apparent reaction to die 
new developments. die 
Philippines will increase 
reconnaissance patrols and 
may dispatch more troops to 
the islands it occupies. 

The Chinese structures on 
Mischief Reef have raised con- 
cern from the Philippines, 
which claims the reef. The 
Philippines says the structures 


have military purposes, 
although China says they are 
shelters for fishermen. 

The new structure is on 
another part of die reef and not 
connected to the existing struc- 
tures earlier built by China. 

The military said two vessels 
were deployed in the vicinity 
of Mischief Reef, apparently to 
secure it for Chinese workers 
building the structure. 

It did not identify the type of 
frigates nor say how large the 
new structure was. 

The Spratly chain in die 
South China Sea is believed to 
sit on vast mineral resources. 
The islands are wholly or par- 
tially claimed by Brunei, 
China, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Taiwan and 
Vietnam. 

China’s recent activities in 
Philipp ine-claimed areas 
prompted Manila to call for 
greater international attention 
to the issue, including support- 
ing an international conference 
on the Spratlys to be attended 
by all claimants. 

In a meeting earlier this 
week, Philippine Defence 
Secretary Orlando Mercado 
won the support of his U.S. 
counterpart. Richard Cohen, 
for the holding of such amulti- 
latcral meeting. 

However. China has rejected 


U.S. mediation, with foreign 
ministry spokesman Sun Yuxi 
saying that “external interfer- 
ence in this matter is unaccept- 
able and will only complicate 
the current situation.” China 
has insisted that talks on the 
issue should be on a bilateral 
basis between the claimants, a 
situation the Philippines 
believes would give China an 
advantage. 

Chinese President Jiang 
Zemin and Philippine 
President Joseph Estrada dis- 
cussed the Spratlys on the side- 
lines of the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation 
(APEC) summit in Kuala 
Lumpur in November, during 
which they agreed to hold 
expert-level discussions on the 
issue later this year. 

However the Philippines 
says China has yet to confirm 
when these discussions will 
take place. 

The Philippines has one of 
the weakest militaries in the 
region and officials admit they 
have little chance of standing 
up to the Chinese with force, 
prompting the government to 
resort to diplomatic measures. 

All claimants bar Brunei 
have troops stationed in the 
Spratly group, which some 
analysts say is a potential flash- 
point in Asia. 


Prosecutors wrapping up 
opening phase of their case 


WASHINGTON lAP) — 
After alleging that Bill Clinton 
“violated the laws of this 
land," prosecutors at the presi- 
dent’s impeachment trial are 
set to argue that his conduct 
amounted to “high crimes and 
misdemeanours” warranting 
his removal. 

As the proceedings in the 
U.S. Senate stretched into the 
weekend, senators were con- 
sidering whether to invite the 
president to testily and sum- 
mon several of his close aides 
and associates as witnesses. 

Republican lawmakers from 
the House of Representatives 
were presenting their third and 
final day of opening arguments 
Saturday. The Senate is serv- 
ing as a jury in the trial, 
required following a House 
vote to impeach the president 

The Republican lawmakers 
who are prosecuting the case 
planned to argue Saturday that 
lying under oath and obstruc- 
tion of justice meet the consti- 
tution's “high crimes and mis- 
demeanours" standard for 
removal. 

The lead prosecutor. House 
Judiciary Committee 

Chairman Henry Hyde, was 
expected to deliver a summa- 
tion. 

As Chief Justice William 
Rehnquist, the presiding offi- 


cer. peered down at die Senate 
from his elevated dais Friday. 
Republican Rep. BUI 
McCollum argued that the 
president, his friend Vernon 
Jordan, his secretary Betty 
Currie and ai least two staff 
aides should testify because 
their testimony conflicts with 
that of Clinton. 

‘Tune and again somebody 
is not telling the truth and time 
and again an analysis of _ all 
the testimony together with 
common sense says it's the 
president who is not telling the 
truth.” McCollum said. 

"But if you have serious 
doubts about the truthfulness” 
of key witnesses, be said, they 
should appear in person. 

The White House already 
has said Clinton would not tes- 
tify. 

Clinton's lawyers, who can- 
not interrupt the House presen- 
tation to object, sat quietly at 
the prosecution table during 
the arguments, waiting for 
their turn Tuesday. 

But White House special 
counsel Gregory Craig 
launched a brief salvo outside 
the Senate chamber, saying 
prosecutors wanted to “expand 
and extend this proceeding for 
one reason: They do not have a 
case.” 

Clinton is charged under two 


articles of impeachment with 
perjury and obstruction of jus- 
tice in the first presidential 
impeachment trial since 1868. 

Two-thirds, or 67 of die 100 
senators, most vote for convic- 
tion to remove the president 
from office, and there are no 
indications that any Democrats 
would vote against the presi- 
dent. 

Twelve Democrats would 
have to join the 55 
Republicans in order to 
remove Clinton from office if 
the Republicans stay united 

The opening argument phase 
of the trial is governed by a 
bipartisan agreement that post- 
pones the question of witness- 
es for at least another week. 
But. as Democratic Sen. 
Edward . M. Kennedy 
acknowledged “there may be 
very weH" a party-line vote on 
the witness question. 

During Friday’s proceed- 
ings, Republican Rep. Bob 
Barr told the Senate that 
Clinton had violated perjury 
and obstruction of justice laws. 

He urged the Senate to con- 
clude “that William Jefferson 
Clinton in fact and under the 
law, violated his oath and vio- 
lated the laws of this land and 
convict him on both articles of 
impeachment ..." 


Snowbound residents in Northeast 
and Midwest look for a break 


ALBANY. New York (AP) 
— First snow, then sleet. 
Now comes (he thaw. 

At least that’s what many 
in the northeastern and mid- 
western United States were 
hoping for Saturday after 
winter storms lashed the 
region Thursday and Friday 
with evefy permutation of 
precipitation — snow, sleet, 
rain and ice. 

In Boston, as the slippery 
storm changed to ice and 
then rain, cars continued to 
slide off highways while 
others plowed through foot- 
deep flooding that swamped 
roads and forced pedestri- 
ans to hurdle slush puddles. 
More than 100 vehicles had 
to be towed in the region, 
said state police Li. Paul 
Maloney. 


In suburbs of Cleveland, 
snow collapsed a metal 
greenhouse at a market and 
caved in the garage roof of 
an apartment complex, 
damaging four cars. No one 
was injured. 

Temperatures in the 
region were expected to rise 
Saturday to about 6 C and 
possibly above 10 C and 
stay there through Tuesday, 
the National Weather 
Service said. 

That wasn't entirely good 
news — in some parts of 
Ohio where the snow has 
started to melt, homeowners 
could get flooded base- 
ments. 

“We have seen a 25 per 
cent increase in our busi- 
ness because of the weath- 
er," said Tony Caserta. man- 


ager of Gem City Home 
Improvement and Water 
Proofing in Dayton. 

About 100 flights were 
cancelled out of two major 
airports in the New York 
area. LaGuardia and 
Newark. 

Hundreds of football fans 
of the New York Jets started 
screaming “seats, seats, 
seats" Friday to get to 
Denver for Sunday's foot- 
ball game against the 
Broncos. 

“They can’t just take a 
later flight Sunday or 
Monday because the game 
will be over.’’ said United 
Airlines spokesman Gary 
Lonieski. “We’re gening 
them out there. We don’t 
want anybody to be disap- 
pointed.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 




Final results show Nazarbayev won 
80 per cent in Kazak election 

MOSCOW { AP) — Final results from Kazakstan’s pres, 
idential election showed that President Nursaltan 
Nazarbayev won reelection with 79.8 per cent of the 
vote a news agency reported Saturday. Sedtixiifyn 
Abdildin Kazakstan’s Communist Party chief, canjeuj 
second with 11.7 per cent. ITAR-TASS reported^. 
Kasimov the country’s Customs Commmee chai 
was third with 4.6 per cent. The voting last Sunday,^ 
Nazarbayev, who has led the Central Asian natwa^Sk* 
it was a Soviet republic, a new, seven-year term.g& 
election was rife -with allegations of fraud, with Ab&gjn 
accusin'* the Central Election Commission of changing 
the vote’s results under orders from NazarbayevJ'Tbe 
Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe, 
which specialises in vote-monitoring, also reported 
widespread violations. Turnout in the election wasffFper 

cent, the Election Commission said. -c y ' 

Chinese police vow to stop risi 
airline-related crimes 



BEUING ( AP) — A rise in the number of cases 
traffickinc, murder, gun smuggling and theft has 
ed China's police to take more vigorous efforts. r 
bat airline related crimes, the state-run Xinhua.^ 
Agency reported Saturday. The report did not 
details on specific crimes or the measures police p&pttd 
to take in order to deal with the problem. But it saKrttat 
ensuring passenger safety through prevention of hijack- 
ings and terrorist attacks remained a top priority. Gnfta\ 
airports recorded 595 criminal complaints last ye®, a 
rise of 22 per cent over the previous year, the report said. 
Airport police seized more than 44 kilogrammes bf!hen). 
in and 5.8 kilogrammes of the stimulant known k 
in 57 cases, it said. Airlines reported more ffian2ftjnci- 
dents in which passengers disobeyed regulations or 
joked about bombs — a criminal offence. It cited Lin 
Haoyang. an official in the Civil - Aviation 
Administration’s police bureau, as saying more needed 
to be done to publicise laws related to air travel, AJack 
of funds and personnel was hampering efforts to ungrovt 
law enforcement, Liu said. • 

Rerun of vote under way in Nigeria 

PORT HARCOURT, Nigeria (AFP) — Voters lintictupui 
cast their ballots Saturday in districts across Nigeria's 
southeastern Rivers State in a partial rerun of ejections 
that took place across the country last weeken^pbe 
election agency INEC had ordered a pariaL^wun 
because proper ballot papers in several distric fejn fe e 
large, riverine state, were not used in polling lastwed. 
The rerun is between candidates for state govem^from 
the centre-left Peoples Democratic Party. centre-rigHAIl 
Peoples Party and radical Alliance for Democracy. 
Voting was to end at 2:30 p.ra. 1 1330 GMT) andresnlts 
are expected Sunday. 


25 Tamil Tigers killed 

in heavy fighting in Sri Larikaf 

" ■ 

COLOMBO ( ADP) — Sri Lanka’s defence ministry said 
Saturday 25 Tamil Tigers were killed in clashes A 12 
troops wounded in heavy fighting in the region. Thenrai- 
istry said in a statement that 10 guer rillas -Of. the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) were Wed 
and 12 soldiers wounded in a major confrontation.atAe 
northern town of Mankulam Friday. The defence min- 
istry said the attack took place when the rebels fired mor- 
tar rounds at the troops as they strengthened positions 
near the town. In other incidents, troops killed I3-Taimi 
Tigers at the northeastern town of Oddusuddjm Ri3a) 
and recovered a number of weapons. Two more rebels 
were killed by soldiers near Vannivilankulam. - _ 

Suspect dead, officers, customer 
wounded in attempted robbery 

SAN FRANCISCO CAP; — A suspected robber 
was killed and two police officers and a customer-were 
wounded in a shootout during an attempted robbeay in 
the heart of the city’s financial district The suspect was 
shot in the head Friday after the gun battle withpuraning 
officers, said police spokesman Sherman Acktrspo. 
Officers Dennis O’ Mahoney, who was shot in tiieiipptf 
left leg and ankle, and Mark Cota, who was shot iM^ 
knee, were hospitalised in fair condition. The aistomer 
was in critical condition following surgery with^nsbor 
wounds to the eye and head. Two suspects, one a nned 
with a gun. came into a Bank of America bi^h-duiin? 
the evening rush hour and ordered everyone ..oMo. 
floor. An employee triggered an alarm.. 
classic takeover style robbery.” Ackeraon 
were still searching Friday night for the second suspect. 

‘Foreign students cheated j- 
with fake offers in Malaysia^: 

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia (AP) — Crime 
are cheating foreign students wishing . to 21 
Malaysian universities with fake offers, a 
said Saturday. Some students are paying 
between $3,000 to $5,000 for non-existent studj^aw* 
es. Immigration Department Director-General AlS?* 
Mat was quoted as saying by the national new 
Bemama. There have been some reports of 
being lured into the country with false- 
and forced into prostitution, Aseh said. The-fihmW?J 
Department has cracked down on the scam by 
ing new entry procedures for foreign stndents/Malag^ 
colleges attract students from the Middle -East,;^ 3 - 
India, Pakistan, Myanmar and China. . 

Six Viagra users die in BH^p 

LONDON (R) — Six people in Britain taldng.^^jj, 
impotence drug Viagra have died, healtft-offifii^^ 
Saturday. But the officials, giving a breakdo^OT^ 
deaths reported to them by doctors, stressedth^^^^f. 
ures did not necessarily mean that the 
caused by the drug. “The drug is under 
ty monitoring, ’ a health department spokeSWlb^ 1 ^- 
Doctors have got to be alert and very '-csss 
added. The Medicines Control Agency, whicj 
drugs for use in Britain, has received reporisy 
tore of a I advent reactions linked to-the dffcg 
□y Pfizer Inc. “Six reports had fatal 
cardiac m nature. One. I believe, was a 
spokeswoman who was unable to ; givi 
details. The other was believed to have sua 
haemorrhage. The treatment was licehsfcd-3 
September, « 
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Indonesian military opens 
court martial over Aceh killings 


Morgan Tsvangarai, chairman of the National Constitutional Assembly (NCA) and secretary-general of the 
Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Unions speaks to civil rights demonstrators in the city centre. About a thousand peo- 
ple joined the march to press for constitutional reforms and ask for the release of The Zimbabwe Standard editor 
Mark Chavunduka. Chavunduka has been unla«fuih arrested by military police following a storv alleging a foiled 
attempted military' coup i Reuters photo) * * 

Hundreds march in Zimbabwe 


JAKARTA (AFP.) — 

Military authorities in 
Indonesia’s troubled 

province of Aceh Saturday 
opened the courts martial of 
an officer and four privates 
over the torture-killing «.*f 
four civilian detainees" and 
torture of 2U others, an offi- 
cer and a witness said. 

The officer, who identi- 
fied himself as- Thoyib. said 
the trial of Major Bayu 
Najib had opened at the 
military police headquar- 
ters in Banda Aceh, the 
main city of Aceh. 
Indonesia's westernmost 
province. 

A /war. a witness from the 
Forum of NGOs in Aceh, 
said another trial, of the 
four privates over the same 
case, opened at another 
room in the same building. 

In Najib’s trial, the court 
was adjourned alter only 
seven minutes as the 
defence lawyers failed to 
appear. 

When it resumed, military 
prosecutor Colonel Elgin 
accused the defendant of 
torture that led to casual- 
ties. Azwar said. 

The court also heard three 


witnesses. Corporal Bejo 
who was on guard duty at 
the building where the 
civilian detainees were held 
and a police captain and an 
army captain front the local 
district police and military 
stations. 

Bejo caused a stir in Un- 
packed room when he said 
some 100 troop* were actu- 
ally garrisoned on (he floor 
above the area where the 
attacks took place. 

In the trials of the four 
soldiers — Group Head 
Privates Amsir. Ukim 
Harahap and Efendi and 
Private first class ManoLur 
Silumurang — the prosecu- 
tor read out the same 
charge* as against Najib. 

The trials were both 
adjourned until Sunday. 

A resident and A/war said 
the court drew a large 
crowd, including outside 
the strongly guarded build- 
ing where the courts mania I 
took place. 

Security was heavy at the 
venue of the trial, held at 
the military police head- 
quarters there. Civilian* 
attending the court proceed- 
ings had their identities 


thoroughly checked. 

The court room* were 
packed by some 2 Oil people 
while more dun 100 others 
tollowed the proceeding 
front loudspeakers outside 
the building. tilling on 
benches provided by the 

office. 

Several students were 
also carrying posters and 
yelling slogans, demanding 
death for the defendant and 
hi* subordinate*, the resi- 
dent *aid. 

"We are try ing to rush the 
ca*e and hopefully a verdict 
can come down on 
Monday . ’ Tho% ib said. 

The defendant* were sus- 
pected of involvement in 
the v iolent attack in 
Lhofcscumawe. some 3tH) 
kilometre* east of Banda 
Aceh, that left four civilians 
dead and 20 wounded, he 
added. 

Najib i* the executive 
commander of the 1 13 
Infantry Battalion based in 
Bircun. some 24U kilome- 
tre* ca*t of Banda Aceh. 

The fix e defendants, 
including Najib. were 
among 27 soldier* to he 
court nurtialled over their 


involvement in the attack. 

Four of the detainees died 
following the attack while 
20 others were hospitalised 
for serious injuries after 
some 50 soldiers attacked 
(he centre an d beat (hem up. 

The detainees had been 
arrested during ami-rebel 
raids intended to capture 
the alleged leader of a sepa- 
ratist group and to find wo 
soldiers believed to have 
been kidnapped by rebels. 

The military operation 
followed the killing of 
seven Indonesian soldiers 
and the abduction of two 
officers late in December. 

The 22 other soldier* also 
believ ed to be implicated in 
the attack and who will face 
court martial, were still 
under detention in 
Lhokseumavve. 

Thoyib said the courts 
martial were expected to 
reach a verdict Monday, 
before the Eid-cl-Fitr 
Muslim holiday. 

A separatist movement, 
the Aceh Merdeku, (Free 
Aceh » has been fighting for 
an independent Islamic 
state in Aceh since the mid- 
1970s. 


to protest editor’s detention Taiwanese official accuses 


HARARE (AFP) — 
Hundreds of demonstrators 
marched through 

Zimbabwe’s capital 

Saturday protesting the 
detention of a newspaper 
-editor and the country's 
military involvement in the 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC). 

The march was organised 
by a pressure group calling 
for the reform of 
Zimbabwe's constitution, 
but the DRC conflict and 
the detention of Standard 


editor Mark Chavunduka 
dominated speeches and 
protest songs. 

Chavunduka was 

detained by military police 
Tuesday after his newspa- 
per ran a story that 23 army 
officers had been arrested 
for involvement in a coup 
plot against President 
Robert Mugabe. 

His detention has sparked 
a constitutional crisis, w ith 
the ministry of defence 
defying a high court order 
to release the editor issued 


on the grounds that the mil- 
itary has no right to detain 
civilians. 

Lawyers representing 
Chavunduku’s newspaper 
group made an urgent 
application to the high 
court Friday for (he am* si 
of Defence Minister Moven 
Mahuchi should the min- 
istry continue to refuse to 
release him. 

The hearing has been 
scheduled for Monday 
afternoon. 

Zimbabwe Congress of 


Trade Unions (ZCTU) 
leader Morgan Tsvangirui 
told the marchers that “if 
the military gets involved 
with civilians, it shows that 
it is the military itself 
which is now ruling 
Zimbabwe.” 

Tsvangirui led a series of 
national strikes last year to 
protest economic hard- 
ships. and has condemned 
the government's cosily 
military support for 
President Laurent Kabila in 
the DRC conflict. 


U . S . , North Korea start talks 
on suspected nuclear site 


GENEVA (AFP) — The 
United States and North Korea 
began talks here Saturday over 
Washington’s demand to 
inspect an underground site 
suspected of being used to 
revive Pyongyang’s nuclear 
weapons programme. 

Amid tight security. North 
Korean officials entered the 
U.S. mission in Geneva shortly 
after 10:00 a.m. (0900 GMT). 

The talks are aimed at saving 
a 1994 agreement under which 
North Korea agreed to freeze 
its nuclear programme in rerum 
for aid and the easing oF 
Korean-war era sanctions 
against the hardline communist 
sole. 

The North Korean delegation 
is headed by vice foreign min- 
ister Kira Kye-Gwan and the 
US. team by the special envoy 
for Korean affairs Charles 
Kartman. 

"The essential discussion 
revolves around our serious 
concern and suspicion regard- 
ing the underground site. In 
order lo ascertain the North 
Korean claim that ir is not relat- 
ed to nuclear activity we 
should be provided access,” 
said a U.S. official, who asked 


not to be identified. 

North Korea stepped up pres- 
sure ahead of Saturday's meet- 
ing. renewing a demand that 
tire United States pay 5300 mil- 
lion to inspect the site. 
Washington has rejected the 
demand" saying it was 
designed to pile on pressure 
ahead of the talks. 

Pyongyang claims the site is 
tor civilian purposes, and 
accuses the United States of 
foot-dragging over its side of 
tile 1994 bargain. 

Under that accord, a U.S.-led 
consortium agreed to replace 
North Korea’s risky graphite 
nuclear reactors — which pro- 
duce weapons-grade plutoni- 
um — with safer light-water 
models. 

The United Stales also 
agreed to supply 500.000 
tonnes of heavy fuel oil to 
North Korea annually to help 
with its energy needs until the 
reactors come on stream 
around 2003. 

However, in August a U.S. 
spy satellite spotted activity at 
an underground complex in a 
hillside near Yongbyon. where 
North Korea’s mothballed 
nuclear reactors are located. 


U.S. officials suspect the site 
could be used to produce pluto- 
nium for nuclear amis. 

The U.S. Congress has 
threatened to block further 
funding for the deal amid con- 
cerns over Pyongyang’s 
nuclear and missile capabili- 
ties. 

Concern over North Korea’s 
missile programme flared in 
August when Pyongyang 
launched a rocket over 
Japanese territory, supposedly 
to put a satellite into orbit. 
Tokyo insists ii was a ballistic 
missile tesL 

Japan, one of the partners in 
the Korean peninsula Energy 
Development Organisation 
(KEDO) which is bankrolling 
the 1 994 deal, ha* also threat- 
ened to withdraw funding fol- 
low ing the revkci launch. 

Collapse of the 1994 agree- 
ment would confront 
Washington and its allies in the 
region with tough choices 
about how' to deal with a heav- 
ily-armed North Korea thal 
may already have built nuclear 
devices. 

The United States, which has 
37.000 troops in South Korea, 
and other north-east Asian 


nations want (o reduce tension 
on the divided peninsula, the 
world’s last cold war frontier. 

The 1950-53 Korean war 
ended with a truce, but a per- 
manent peace treaty was never 
signed, leaving North and 
South Korea technically still at 
war half a century later. 

The Untied Stales and North 
Korea have held several rounds 
of talks, the last in New Ymk 
and Washington in December. 

North Korea, which ha* suf- 
fered years of famine and a 
shrinking economy, routinely 
uses the threat of its nuefeai 
and missile capabilities I" 
extract compromises and cash 
from the United Stales and >i' 
allies. 

Tire talks here follow U.S. 
Defence Secretary William 
Cohen's lour of Japan and 
South Korea, where he dis- 
cussed the ihreal posed h\ 
North Korea. 

"North Korea will lose an> 
hope of realising the bench l* i >l 
dialogue and engagement if u 
undermines the ( 1 994 1 
Framework Agreement.” 
Cohen said. 

The bilateral talks continue 
hen: Sunday. 


Congo rebels propose direct 
talks with Kabila in Kisangani 


GOMA, Democratic Republic 
of Congo (AFP) — Rebels in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC) fighting to overthrow 
President Laurent Kabila have 
Proposed to hold direct negotia- 
tofls with him in the northeast- 
town of Kisangani under 
foeir control. 

"Kabila’s call inviting the 
Congolese Rally for Democracy' 
(CRD) to a meeting in Kinshasa 
ntficates dial the principle of 
direct negotiations is a fact.” the 
CRD said in a statement. 

“Meanwhile, die location of 
d* meeting must yet be agreed 
“Pon.” it said, adding: "‘Instead 
of Kinshasa, as proposed by 
Kabila, the CRD suggests that 
foe meeting take place in 
Kisangani.” 

’Die Tutsi-led rebels have been 
lighting to overthrow Kabila 
st noe August 


Questioned Friday by AFP, ihe 
military commander of the 
rebels. Jeart-Piem? Ondekane. 
said: "1 am ready to go to 
Kinshasa if Kabila accepts thal 
five of my battalions of 1.000 
men each with one lank per bat- 
talion and several amwured 
vehicles ensure my security on 

site-"’ ... 

Kisancani. the DRC s . third 
eitv and the rebels' military 
headquarters, is located some 
1.600 kilometres northeast ot 
Kinshasa. Last weekend, the city 
was the target of aerial bombard- 
menis which killed 17 civilians. 

The rebels also demanded to 
-participate directly in all negoti- 
ations on the Congolese cmis 
and to plan meetings at these 

negotiations between the two 
sides without intermediaries, on 
the sidelines of the global talks. 

Meanwhile, in Lusaka, a meet- 


ing of ministers from 15 south- 
ern African countries ended early 
Saturday without an agreement 
on holding a new' head* of stale 
summit on the DRC conflict 

The summit, which ihc rebels 
did not attend, had been hilled as 
follow-up lo a ceasefire accord 
but diplomats said Friday 
evening that such a document 
was unlikely to emerge in 
Lusaka because of Kinshasa s 
refusal to consider proposals put 
by the rebels. 

Questioned by -AFP. the DRC 
Justice Minister Mwcn/c 
Kongolo said that for his govern- 
ment. talks should primarily 
focus on a ceasefire "between us 
and the invaders", meaning 
Uganda, Rwanda and Burundi. 

An official communique 
issued early Saturday said the 
ministers had agreed to set up 
two comminees “to submit 


reports to the next regional min- 
isterial meeting which should lv 
eom-ened as soon as possible" 

The “committee on the impk 
mentation of the ceasefire agree 
mcnl". will be headed l« 
Zambia and wall include conn 
tries involved in the fighting w 
the former Zaire. 

Tlx: other, the “commiikv on 
security concerns in the C> mg> ■ 
and neighbouring states'’ will 
include Zambia. Ktfiij a 
Botswana and Mauritius. 

All eyes are now expected i» • 
I um to Windhoek. 

Namibian President Sam 
Nujoma Friday announced .i 
meeting Sunday of the head* "i 
state directly militarily involwd 
in (he conflict: Angola. 

Zimbabwe, Namibia aixl 
Kinshasa on one sick, and 
Rwanda Uganda and ihe rebel* 
on the others. 


China of obstructing dialogue 


TAIPEI. Taiwan (AP) — A 
Taiwanese negotiator 

Saturday accused China of 
hampering improved relations 
by trying to impose precondi- 
tions for the planned visit to 
Taiwan by a top Chinese 
negotiator. 

Friday, the Association for 
Relations Across the Taiwan 
Strait, the Chinese semi-offi- 
cial negotiating body, invited 
a middle ranking Taiwanese 
official to China to "exchange 
views and arrange for political 
and economic dialogue.” 
Taiwan had hoped for a meei- 
ine between middle ranking 


officials simply to prepare for 
the visit by Wang Dachau, lire 
association’s chairman, to rec- 
iprocate the one his Taiwanese 
counterpart Kuo Chcn-tu 
made to Beijing last October. 

"*A visit to Taiwan by Mr. 
Wang would be signifieum in 
itselfi" said Shi Hvvei-vow. 
vice chairman of S trails 
Exchange Foundation, which 
handles" exchanges with 
China 

“Now (China) says Mr. 
Wang will visit Taiwan only 
after some arrangements are 
made for future political and 
economic diatomic. Are thev 


not creating obstacles to the 
visit? We should go by the 
rules and not attach conditions 
as one see* fit.” But Shi did 
not *ay whether Taiwan 
would agree to send an offi- 
cial to Beijing as China had 
proposed. 

A round of visits would be 
the first major exchange since 
Koo made a watershed visit to 
China last October. China sus- 
pended dialogue between the 
two organisations in 1995 in 
anger over a campaign by 
Taiwan to assert itself interna- 
tionally. and Koo's visit was 
ihe highest level meeting 


between the sides since then. 

Wang pledged at that time to 
visit Taiwan Tn 1 999 while the 
two also agreed to strengthen 
dialogue in the future. 

Taiwan wants talks to pick 
up where they left off on prac- 
tical subjects such as fishing 
rights and repatriation of ille- 
gal aliens. Bui China insists 
that discussions include topics 
related to reunion between the 
sides. 

China and Taiwan split 
amid civil w'ar in 1949. and 
China continues to claim the 
island as a breakaway 
province. 
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Sanctions cripple people 

IF HISTORY were considered, as the great 
orator Cicero said, master of life, no one 
would doubt that democracy is the main key 
to economic development and peace, and no 
one would hesitate to encourage the establish- 
ment of real democracy as a first step towards 
healing the plights of any people. 

The current world situation clearly shows 
that none of the so-called “developed coun- 
tries'* is based on anything less than a democ- 
ratic system. Modern history teaches us that, 
from Japan, through Europe, to America, 
economies have only just taken off from the 
tarmac of political democratic reforms. 

The international community, and especial- 
ly the leading powers, cannot continue ignor- 
ing their own history when it comes to Iraq 
and the suffering of the already decimated 
Iraqi population. 

Economic development is a condition sine 
qua non for peace, and democracy is in turn a 
condition sine qua non for economic develop- 
ment. 

This was the enlightened principle behind 
the proposal that France, the country where 
the idea of modern democracy was first devel- 
oped, presented to the UN. Security Council 
last week. 

Only when the eight-year-old crippling 
embargo on Iraq is lifted will the Iraqi nation 
be able to stand on its feet and fight for 
democracy. 

Paris* initiative seems to have had a spillover 
effect, if even Washington appears convinced 
lo gradually abandon its previous stands, 
based on the erroneous presumption that lift- 
ing the embargo would strengthen the regime 
in Baghdad. 

History is full of examples of leaders who 
have exploited sanctions and economic hard- 
ships to strengthen their regimes, facilitated 
in their ambitious designs by the fact that, no 
matter how oppressed, people would natural- 
ly rally around a leader when facing outside 
threats. 

In our century, two world wars were trig- 
gered by identical situations. And in Iraq 
eight years of sanctions have only succeeded 
in killing innocent women and children, and 
ensuring the continuation of the political sta- 
tus quo. 

Washington must now fully assess the fail- 
ure of its past stands and change the course, 
if, as it says, its goal is the removal of the 
threats Baghdad poses to the region and the 
achievement of stability in the Middle East 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AJ RaVs Ahmad Musleh said if news reports on a 
scheduled meeting in Sharm A1 Sheikh this month to 
di>cu>s Palestinian refugees and the displaced were 
accurate, it is an indication that the U.N. resolution on 
Lite Ksue will be revived. However, it is notable that 
Israel is not participating in the conference, which will 
include a number of Arab countries, Canada. Italy. 
Spain and Japan. This means that either Israel is still 
insisting on refusing the displaced’* return, said the 
writer, or that it might agree to the meeting without par- 
ticipation for pure eleciions-related matters. In both 
cases, the displaced'* return is purely the Palestinian 
suite’s concern, and it is no longer a secret that some of 
those people have already returned to Gaza and other 
Palestinian National Authority areas. Musleh contend- 
ed. The issue of Palestinian refugees and the displaced 
\\ ill remain at the heart of the peace process in line with 
international legitimacy, said Musleh. 

AS Dustour’s Jihad Momani said the Gulf Cooperation 
Council's recent decision to call for the lifting of the 
-.auctions on the Iraqi people, was the strongest unified 
Gulf Maud regarding the crisis. Such a call can be con- 
.•skLTed a revaluation in the Gulf states' policy, which up 
until now had blamed Iraq's leadership for the sanc- 
tions. said Momani. The U.S. suggestion to allow Iraq 
lii export oil in exchange for medicine and food has 
encouraged the council to make such a move, added the 
writer. According to Momani, the council’s decision is 
in lieu of international legitimacy, which is constantly 
being broken by the U.S.. Britain and of course Israel. 
Ahead of the Arab foreign ministers' meeting, the coun- 
cil has opened the way for a unified, alternative and 
developed Gulf stand towards implementing interna- 
tional legitimacy. Momani claimed. 


Should we join the WTO? 


BECOMING MEMBERS of the 
World Trade Organisation (WTO.l 
is a decision made and policy fol- 
lowed by the last three Jordanian 
governments. The delay of acces- 
sion is due to certain formalities 
and obstacles set forth by the 
organisation, which is still ques- 
tioning and evaluating answers, 
until some 120 members of the 
WTO are convinced that the 
Jordanian economic system is eli- 
gible and qualified for member- 
ship. 

The issue of joining the WTO, 
important as it may be, was not 
sufficiently and thoroughly dis- 
cussed in Jordan's business cir- 
cles. Since membership of the 
WTO and abiding by its regula- 
tions will lead to a major change 
in the way we deal and exchange 
goods and services with the world, 
and since there must be both win- 
ners and losers from taking such a 
crucial step, it is necessary for 
both parties to present their argu- 


ments. pro and con. so that public 
opinion understands the conse- 
quences and can compare benefits 
and costs to take an informed posi- 
tion on the issue. 

A meaningful dialogue has not 
yet taken place. The objections 
against the WTO which we have 
heard or read so far have been 
mostly of an ideological narure. 
Some people reject the very idea 
of opening up to the worl& and 
see in globalisation a plot by 
Western capitalism against Third 
World countries. Yet such objec- 
tionisrs have not come up with 
convincing arguments, because 
they try in vain to oppose natural 
historical trends. 

We understand that domestic 
industries may be exposed to 
fiercer foreign competition which 
will reduce their profit margins or 
even turn them into losses, 
because customs protection will 
have to be minimised, and non-tar- 
iff restrictions will be removed. 


Likewise we understand that 
adhering to intellectual property 
rights will hurt industries like the 
pharmaceutical factories, both 
public and private media outlets, 
universities. and publishers. 
However, we notice that leaders 
and managers of those enterprises 
remain silent. It seems that they 
will not speak out until it is too 
late to do anything about it. 

At the same time, we don't know 
exactly who will stand to benefit 
from joining the WTO. so as to 
uxge them to defend the project 
and press for early accession to the 
global oiganisation. Most 
Jordanian export activities, except 
phosphate, potash, and fertilisers, 
are carried out by industries who 
depend heavily on the domestic 
market, and therefore may not be 
enthusiastic about full liberalisa- 
tion of the Jordanian market As 
far as we know, those enterprises 
are not currently facing difficulties 
from being outside the WTO in 
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penetrating export markets. 
Proponents of membership can 
hardly point to a present actual 
obstacle that will be removed upon 
joining the WTO. 

Tamam AI Ghoul, a government 
officer in charge of the WTO file, 
published an article in Al-Ra‘i 
newspaper (January 7, 1999) list- 


ing the benefits which will accrue 
in favour of Jordan after accession 
to WTO. Regretfully, his. argu- 
ments could not convince an open- 
minded observer who is hot, , as a 
matter of principle^ against joining 
the WTO like myself. Is it true, as 
Ghoul claims, that Jordan’s raenn 
bership will improve the world's 
image of the Jordanian economy, 
attract foreign investment! 
increase exports, strengthen 
Jordan's trade position, facilitate 
transiting our products through 
other countries, enhance . inter- 
Arab trade, raise the revenues of 
the treasury etc.? One would have 
to respond to each of these alleged 
benefits by the simple question 
“how?” 

Each one of the above cl aims is 
a desirable outcome, which is 
worth substantiation. The truth of 
the matter is that WTO member- 
ship may be the last reason why 
the above advantages have not yet 
materialised. 



There is only one way 
to end suffering in Iraq: 
Scrap the sanctions 


By Michael Jansen 

NICOSIA — The U.S. proposal to 
eliminate the ceiling on Iraqi oil 
exports cannot put an end to the 
humanitarian crisis in that country or 
halt the economic slide caused by 
eight and a half years of sanctions. 

Only the scrapping of the punitive 
sanctions regime can do this. 

Recognising this fact, Jordan and 
several other Arab countries. France, 
Russia and China have all been 
proposing an end to sanctions for 
some time. But when Paris put for- 
ward a plan including the lifting of 
the embargo on the oil sector in the 
Security Council this week. 
Washington responded with its 
scheme. But this does not go far 
enough. 

Sanctions are not only killing the 
Iraqi people, but are, also, destroying 
the source of the country’s revenues: 
its oil fields. Although the fields have 
been deteriorating ever since sanc- 
tions were imposed in August 1990. 
it was only last week that the full 
extent of the disaster was revealed by 
U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan 
in a report to die Security Council. 

The report, published in the 
Nicosia-based Middle East 
Economic Survey (MEES), was 
based on evidence gathered in Iraq 
last December by four experts from 
the Dutch firm of Say boh. They said 
that Iraq’s oil industry is “in a lamen- 
table state" and oil production capac- 
ity is declining at an annual “rate of 
4-8 per cent.” 

The Dutch experts estimate that 20 
per cent of Iraq’s wells have already 
been “irreparably damaged... due to 
the lack of water-removal facilities.” 
The others, the team said, could be 
returned to production if replacement 
parts are “made available on a timely 
basis” 

‘Unless Iraq is expeditiously pro- 
vided with essential oil spare parts 
and equipment, it may be difficult to 
sustain even the current level of pro- 
duction and export of oil,” the Dutch 
team reported. 

Walid Khadduri, the executive edi- 
tor of MEES, said that Iraq is ignor- 
ing “normal good oil field manage- 


ment procedures in order to produce 
just over half the amount oil” to meet 
its target. 

At present Iraq is pumping 2.4-Z.5 
million barrels a day of which 1.88 
million barrels are exported. This 
earns only $3.04 billion in revenues 
instead of the $5.2 billion permitted 
during each six month period of the 
oil-for-food programme. 

This level of production does “not 
generate enough revenue to rehabili- 
tate the fields as well as meet the 
needs of the people,” Khadduri stat- 
ed. Iraq's “high production policy 
has already damaged a number of 
fields... and the situation could 

‘Iraq’s oil 
industry is ‘in a 
lamentable state’ 
and oil 
production 
capacity is 
declining at an 
annual ‘rate of 
4-8 per cent ” 


become worse" unless Iraq's fields 
are repaired. 

This is not likely to happen as long 
as the U.N. Security Council com- 
mittee monitoring Iraq's purchases of 
replacement pans and equipment for 
the oil sector continues. During his 
presentation to the council, the secre- 
tary general was highly critical of the 
“slow” processing of applications by 
this committee which has led to long 
delays in deliveries of the necessary 
equipment The U.S. and Britain 
have dominated this committee ever 
since it was established in 1991, pro- 
hibiting and delaying purchases of 
humanitarian and educational sup- 
plies as well as material for the oil 
sector. An initial $300 million ship- 


ment of replacement parts for the oil 
production sector was delivered only 
last week. And the U.S. has said it 
will continue to ban parts and equip- 
ment, for Iraq’s refineries without 
which. Khadduri asserted, the coun- 
try's humanitarian and economic 
crises cannot be overcome. 

Desperate to raise income from oil 
sales Baghdad is trying to increase 
exports to 3 million barrels a day. 
Thus, over the past three weeks Iraq 
has raised exports to 2 million barrels 
a day. risking more damage to its 
already seriously damaged fields. 
This policy, bom of desperation and 
frustration, will contribute to the 
destruction of the long-term econom- 
ic prospects of Iraq which are very 
poor as long as sanctions remain in 
place. 

Iraq’s oil industry requires more 
than replacement parts and the repair 
of equipment now in operation. It 
needs thoroughgoing renovation and 
an updating of techniques and tech- 
nologies. In technological terms, 
Iraq’s oil fields remain frozen in the 
‘70s and “80s, because Baghdad was 
unable to keep pace with develop- 
ments during the war with Iran. 
1980-88. So when sanctions were 
imposed in 1990, the country’s oil 
fields were already suffering from 
obsolescence. As long as sanctions 
remain and Iraq's revenues must flow 
through the escrow account moni- 
tored by the council committee, its 
oil sector will not be free to redevel- 
op faltering fields. 

Furthermore. Washington has res- 
olutely blocked plans to bring new 
proven fields into production. For 
instance, France, Russia and China 
have been prevented from doing pre- 
liminary wort: on the Qurna and 
Ahdab fields. 

Unless Baghdad is allowed to both 
modernise its existing fields and 
bring new fields into production. 
Iraq’s oil sector will continue to 
shrink. Thus, the total lifting of the 
embargo on the oil sector — in line 
with the French plan — and the end- 
ing of the entire sanctions regime are 
the only solutions to Iraq’s short- 
term woes and long-term needs. 
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Sweeping dirt under the 
carpet fools no one 

To the Editor: 

I FULLY SUPPORT Rana Husseini in her efforts to 
expose an ugly and unreasonable practice rooted in our 
society for centuries. I would like to applaud her efforts, ; 
and to respond to those who naively claim that what she'_ 
is doing actually tarnishes Jordan's image abroad,, by.^J 
reminding them that image only goes so far in projects 
mg a “modem” and “good" perception. After a brief- 
encounter with a pretty facade, ugly realities rear their 
heads, and nobody is served by sweeping problems:, 
under the carpet. As a Jordanian who is living abroad- 1 
believe that Rana Husseini’s effort in fact improves- 
Jordan’s image as a mature nation that is capable oT. 
looking inward, examining itself and tackling its soci- ' 
etal problems and shortcomings head on. 

I wish to bring attention to the fact that our society*, 
warm and wonderful, as it is, can in fact be exc 
ly harsh and intolerant when some innocent and wi 
intending women make mistakes, fall for decepnj 
promises, or in some cases for that matter, make 
sonal decisions that are nobody's business. It is pe: 
time to focus on the law's impotent and 1 
approach in dealing with such crimes, but I do beKere 
we as a society are guilty of perpetrating these borrenr 
dons crimes by exposing families of victims to gfear 
pressure in the name of honour. ?* T 

Mustafa Kraishan 
U So 


Stop the madness! #.'■ 

To the Editor: 

I AM a Canadian bom, Muslim wife and mother of 
three, with a Palestinian/Jordanian background. I had 
the great pleasure to see the CNN segment on honour 
killings. I am so glad Rana Husseini's hard, work has 
focused international attention on this serious crime 
against women. Hopefully something will be dooe to 
stop this insanity. 

Sana Uantasb 
Toronto' 
Canada 


Benefits of decentralisation 

To the editor: ^ 

ACCORDING TO a May, 1998 article in the Harvard. 
Business Review, entitled “Evolution and revolution as ., 
oiganisation grow,” businesses in their lifetimes under- 
go several periods of change. “The critical task for man- 
agement in each revolutionary period is to find a sefof. 
organisational practices that will become the basis for 
managing the next period of evolutionary growth. 'A ' 
company in a rapidly expanding market will have toaddj- 
employees quickly; hence, the need for new organisa- 
tional structures to accommodate large staff increases is 
accelerated.” Analogously, our government, in a rapidly^ 
growing society, has done the same by el imin ating -tfej 
Civil Service Commission. - -v&ia* 

We are now in a delegation phase. It allows governs* 
merit, to expand by means of the heightened motivation "| 
of individual governors at lower levels. Individual goy- ^ 
emors in decentralised positions, who have a greater 
authority and incentives, are able to penetrate career 
segments of society, respond faster to citizensi/anjk 
develop new laws! 

Yasser Atiyeh 

Amm an 
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The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions 
from its readers on any issue they wish to' ttfckfer 
Letters intended for publication should contain ^ 
writer’s full name and preferably address flf wriL,- 
Names can be withheld upon request but 
special circumstances. Letters are subject to edjlfofL- 
and abridging. " 
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King Hussein: We have overcome all obstacles, 
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Following is an official translation 
tf His' Majesty King Hussein's 
address to the nation on Saturday, 
January 16, 1999. The text was 
prorided by the InternationaJ Press 
Office of the Royal Court. 

In The Name Of God. The 
Compassionate. The Merciful and 
May God's Prayers And 
Blessings Be Upon His Arab, 
Hashemite. Faithful Prophet, And 
Upon The Prophet's Household 
And Disciples. 


difficulties and challenges 
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May God's peace and blessings be 
upon you. and furthermore. 
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The happiest and most blessed 
moments are those that unite me with 
vou to convey to you my best greet- 
ings, and to greet you as a brother 
who yearns for his brothers and his 
clan after his long absence, and after 
his longing for his country has 
reached a peak. You are the best of 
families, and the best of tribes, the 
noble men and women of our beloved 
Jordan. You are the best companions 
on our journey, the honest and faith- 
ful men. who are not swayed by 
events, and whose determination is 
not diminished by difficulties or chal- 
lenges. You are the men who have 
never known any loyalty save to the 
soil of Jordan, nor any allegiance save 
to its message and banner, i have 
known you over the long years, in 
course of which we have built Jordan 
together, with our faith, determina- 
tion. and endeavour. By the grace of 
God. we have overcome all obstacles, 
difficulties, and challenges. We have 
been at the forefront of our nation, 
defending its causes and its future. 


For this, sve had to endure more than 
mountains could bear. I attest that 
you have always been the most faith- 
ful to vour pledge, the purest in your 
conscience, the noblest in your inten- 
tions, the most constant in your deter- 
mination. the greatest in your sacri- 
fices. and the mosr enduring in the 
face ol hardships - , perils, and chal- 
lenges. May God reward you boun- 
teously and grant you faith to consol- 
idate your faith. 

And furthermore, my beloved 
br otliers. we thank God as befits His 
Majesty, omnipotence, and boundless 
mercy. We thank Him in adversity, 
through our acceptance of His judge- 
ment and our taith in his magnanimi- 
ty. and we thank Him in prosperity 
for having granted me recoveiy. as 
well as His countless other blessings. 

My brothers, my family, my clan, 

t was keen, since I left our home- 
land to start my treatment, to main- 
tain contact w ith you. and to inform 
you in honesty of the most minute 
details of my health condition, and 
the progress of the treatment. This 
has always been my altitude towards 
you. The pioneer does not lie to his 
people, nor does he conceal from 
them that which he believes they need 
to know: for life and death arc in the 
hand of God. and when the time 
comes, none shall delay it nor 
advance it even by an hour. Our 
prayers and our hope is to gain the 
acceptance of the Almighty, and to be 
among those who meet Him in His 
mercy. 

In spite of the length of the treat- 
menu and its difficulty, and the 
effects of this type of treatment, such 
as physical and emotional pains and 
exhaustion. I have been careful to 
maintain two aspects of the sense of 


duty: The first was the faith in God’s 
justice with which every Hashemite, 
descending from the House of the 
Prophet, and honoured by Islam, 
faces hardships with courage, 
endurance and tranquillity, springing 
from his faith in Cud’s mercy and 
acceptance of God’s judgement. I 
thank the Almighty God for filling 
my heart with tranquillity and con- 
tentment. and for giving me the 
courage, determination, endurance 
and tranquillity. My heart was never 
faint, my conscience did not know 
impatience nor solitude, nor did my 
determination and hope waver. 
Instead, niv spirit was fortified by 
readings from the Koran, which I did 
at night and during the day. and 
which suffused my heart with con- 
tentment and lit my conscience with 
hope. 

The second was my concern to keep 
abreast with your news, and to remain 
apprised continuously of die affairs of 
the nation in ail their details, through 
die information provided for me by 
my dear brother and Regent. His 
Royal Highness Prince Hassati, who 
spared no effort, and who gave gener- 
ously. for which he has our thanks 
and appreciation, and through my 
meetings with high officials. This 
was in fulfillment of my pledge to 
you since the first moment when God 
honoured me with the prime responsi- 
bility in our beloved Jordan. 1 com- 
mitted myself willingly to devote 
every moment of my life to serving 
you and to realising the hopes and 
ambitions for which wc have all 
devoted our lives, to complete the 
march started by our fathers and 
grandfathers, when they marched 
behind A! Hussein Ben Aft. and took 
their place under the banner of the 
(Great Arab) Revolt, and later, when 
they sought the leadership of the 


founding grandfather, the man v r 
Abdullah Ben A1 Hussein. These arc 
the noble hopes and ambition*, for 

which they have offered legions of 
martyrs and made ureal sacrifice*.. 

1 recall the 14/11/1952, when 1 
addressed to you a message from here 
in London, i said to you:" "Trust that 
I shall always be with you in my spir- 
it and my mind, that my heart \ earns 
to meet v\ iih you. that I constantly 
think of your good, that I am eager to 
serve you. that i shall strife to 
achieve your prosperity, and that I 
pledge in you before God to stay 
always in touch with you, to listen to 
your w ishes, and to work to realise 
them as much as I can." I have ful- 
filled this pledge. Neither the dis- 
tance. nor the illness have stood 
between us. You and our beloved Jor- 
dan have been in niv heart and in my 
conscience. 1 feel your pulse and the 
warmth of your sincere feelings, and I 
share with you every moment of hap- 
piness or anxiety. 

Your sincere prayers that sprang 
from hearts lull of faith and love, ask- 
ing the Almighty God to bless inc 
with recovery and health, and your 
constant inquiries after my condition, 
your eagerness for my return u> you. 
and all the noble and pure sentiments 
that you expressed, in all spontaneity, 
truth, and faithfulness, have reached 
me. They encouraged me and they 
gave me strength, determination, 
hope, assurance, peace, and confi- 
dence regarding the future. Your 
noble and loyal sentiments will fill 
ine with appreciation, thankfulness, 
and pride for as long as I live. 

Now that 1 have recovered fully, by 
the grace of God, it will be merely the 
batting of an eye before I am again in 
your midst, so that we can resume the 
work to build our nation, with the ini- 
tiative. resolve, determination, and 


strength that you have always known 
in your brother Al Hussein. Thunk 
God. my determination is the -.unie. 
the resolve that has never wjvcrcd j> 
still js you have always known it. We 
should, soon, make ,s comprehensive 
review of our nation’* prog re ** and 
address all issues and challenges that 
occupy our minds or handicap our 
blessed progress. 

I have learnt, brothers, that you are 
preparing to celebrate my return to 
the homeland, and that you wifi come 
out to welcome me. as you did years 
ago when 1 returned from my first trip 
for treatment, to embody the 
strongest, deepest and noblest bond 
between a leader and his people, as 
you flock from all the towns and vil- 
lages of Jordan, from its countryside 
and desert, to Amman. »»ur proud cap- 
ital city that is Arab in its face, voice, 
and conscience. a> it receives your 
brother Al Hussein, and a> its moun- 
tains. anJ hills ech* i your cheers, 
songs, and noble nationalist chants. 

1 wish n» request of you. my dear 
brothers and family, that wc should 
avoid firing gunshots as an expression 
of our happiness, so as to avoid rob- 
bing anyone among us. or any Jor- 
danian family of his or their pleasure 
vv iih a stray bullet that may hit some- 
one. 1 know that you miss me. and 
that you have waited a long time for 
this reunion. God knows how much I 
miss you. and how happy 1 am to be 
with you again. Bur let us express 
our joy in a civilised way free from 
any action that may cause even the 
slightest harm, or mar the happiness 
of any member of our great Jordanian 
family. That would be unacceptable, 
and incompatible with our values and 
breeding. 1 am full of hope that this 
request will meet your acceptance 
and approval. 


Furthermore, dear brothers, 

1 would like to address my thanks 
and appreciation io each and every 
one among you. the sons of the great 
and united family of Al Hussein, of 
all backgrounds and origins, in your 
cities, countryside, and desert, lor 
your feelings of love and loyalty ihai 
are without equal in the world. I 
salute you and I shake y our hand one 
by one. the soldier at his uutpost. the 
worker in his factory, the farmer in his 
field, the civil servant in his depart- 
ment. the student in his school or uni- 
verxiiy. and the elderly, the mothers, 
and children in their homes. I say in 
all of you. may God reward you boun- 
teously for me and for the nation. 

As for the brothers and friends, the 
leaders, presidents, and princes of 
friendly and brotherly countries, and 
the officials and ciil/ens from all 
pans of the world who have hurried to 
comfort themselves regarding my 
condition, and to inquire after my 
health, or who expressed wishes and 
prayers for my recovery. 1 give them 
all niv thanks and appreciation, and 1 
ask God to reward them for me. 

My dear brothers. 

I salute you. and 1 thank you once 
again, and I congratulate you on the 
arrival of ’Eid Al Fitr. may God make 
it one of prosperity for us all. and for 
al) ihe Arab and Islamic nations. 1 ask 
the Almighty God to bless and keep 
you. and to guide our footsteps to the 
path of righteousness. Our tryst is 
tomorrow, and tomorrow is close to 
those that await it. Many happy 
returns of the 'Eid to you all and to 
Jordan. 

May God’s peace and blessings be 
with you. 



Repackaging and imports: Arab cinema through history 
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Arab Cinema : History and Cultural Identity 
VMaSkafik 

j The American University in Cairo Press, 1998, 
Mustafa hra* \ 255 pages. $19.95 
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• FOR A variety of reasons, cinema is considered an 
import to the Arab World. Islam, the predominant 
religion, discouraged figurative visual representa- 
tion. Economic and technical resources were 
sparse or lacking altogether, and wherever French 
colonialism reigned indigenous cultural produc- 
tion was deliberately hindered. 

Yet filmmaker Viola Shafik was not content with 
the notion that in its 75 years of existence, Arab cin- 
ema has developed exclusively due to foreign influ- 
ence. She did extensive research aimed ai pinpoint- 
ing the various and sometimes contradictory inputs 
that make up Arab cinema today. The resulting 
book, Arab Cinema: History and Cultural Identity, 
presents a review of over 300 films, with com men - 
lay on the poetical, historical and economic cir- 
cumstances in which they were produced Shafik. 
did not restrict herself to the parameters of prev ious 
studies on cinema, which related it to nationalism. 
She focused on cultural identity and explored the 
relation between film and other art forms — music, 
visual arts, literature and theatre. She devoted par- 
ticular attention to traditional popular theatre — 
Karagoz, shadow plays tsanduq ul-dunya and 
khaval al-zil). and improvised comic sketches (fasl 
mudhik). In the process, she discovered linkages 
that led to her thesis of 'repackaging.’ 

Although Arab cinema is based on Western tech- 
nique, what the audience views is not a pure 
import, but the result of a dynamic interaction 
between Western and native influences, high and 
popular culture, and various regional subcultures. 
This is ‘‘repackagjng’': “Imagery, technique and the 
“language" of the (Western 1 media have been 


adopted, but transformed according to the regional- 
ly prevalent cultural and social system" (pp. 7-8). 

Originally, popular culture inspired the tools for 
Arabising cinema. "The twentieth century saw not 
only the spread of three-dimensional realistic plas- 
tic an and centra/ perspective, but also a confronta- 
tion with a new idea of an, based on the dichotomy 
between fine arts on one hand and arcs and crafts on 
the other" (p. 50). Arab fine arcs were linked to the 
elite and thus came in conflict with native cinema 
which was closer to popular arc The genres preva- 
lent in commercial Arab cinema as it began in 
Egypt — the farce, musical and melodrama — are 
not mere copies of their Western counterparts, but 
derive partly from traditional popular theatre. 

In their attempt to portray "real life” on the 
screen. Arab filmmakers “from the very beginning 
preferred to use colloquial dialects tal-amiya) for 
dialogue." instead of classical Arabic which perme- 
ated high culture (p. SI ). in general. Arab film has 
relied heavily on verbal narrative milter than visual 
arrangements. This was not only due to Islam's 
shunning of images or cinema’s close connection 
to theatre, but stemmed from filmmakers’ desire u> 
reach illiterate audiences who were accustomed lo 
traditional oral narrative forms such as poetry and 
storytelling. Not until the 70s did Arab filmmakers 
concern themselves with the refined visual aesthet- 
ics that preoccupied Europeans. 

As tlie first .Arab country to create a national cin- 
ema industry, the only place where indigenous 
filming began during the colonial period, and still 
the undisputed big producer. Egypt occupies a cen- 
tra! place in this “book. By the 50s. feature films 
were being produced at a rale comparable to today, 
serving a>“a model for Lebanese. Syrian and Iraqi 
cinema. In this development, native literary influ- 
ences were important. "Realist literature played a 
decisive role in establishing realist cinema in 
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Egypt” Thedtrst long Egyptian fearure film, 
'?'^ l 2tyna8?'( 1930). was adapted from a novel 
by Muhammad Haxsanin Haifcal. "The realist 
wave of the 1950s owes a great deal to the 
influence of the Egyptian novelist Naguib 
Mohfouz. who left deep traces particularly in 
the work of Sulah Abu Seif." who introduced 
post-colonial Egyptian realism in cinema (pp. 
132-133). 

In contrast. France monopolised filming 
and theatres in Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia. 
No feature films were shot by native directors 
until independence. Then Algeria became the 
artistic and economic counterpoint of Egypt- 
ian commercial cinema, with its socialist-ori- 
ented, slate-sponsored. "Third Worldist" 
films. Until 1972. alnxvst all films dealt with 
the liberation war (though, ironically, some of 
these emulated the style of American West- 
erns). 

The 1967 war was a turning point tor Arab 
cinema. In terms of serious films, it paved the 
way for a new kind of commitment: national- 
ism and realism gave way to “New Arab Cin- 
ema" This is not a monolithic genre, but 
ranges from the depiction of social problems 
to avant-garde an films. What "New Cinema" 
filmmakers share is disillusionment with 
existing political systems. They' avoid unified 
narratives purported to be the truth, instead 
showing reality as more diverse and diffuse. 
Politics may be addressed in terms of how it 
affects people's daily life: previously ignored 
social groups are often given a voice. 

Stylistic experimentation increased. "The 
first serious efforts in Arab cinema to pay par- 
ticular attention to visual representation came 
at the end of the 1960s.” For example, Chadi 
Abdessalam's 1969 film. “The Mummy.” 
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used principles of representation from ancient. 
pre-Islamic. Egyptian art to deal with modem 
Egyptians’ relation to their ancient culture <p. 
50). Similar use of Islamic heritage has so far 
been attempted only by Tunisian Nacer 
Khemir in "Wanderers in the Desert" ( 1984) 
and “The Lost Necklace of the Dove" < 1990). 
by reviving the legacy of .Andalusia. Khemir 
experiments with die correlation between 
image and language, searching for images dial 
might change meaning. "Saying the words 
‘palace’ and ’garden - today, most Arabic 
speakers will hardly imagine the architecture 
of an .Arab palace or the arrangement of an 
Andalusian garden, but will rather imagine 
European parks and castles. Khemir. . films 
aim to provide the audience with those lost 
visual images...” (P. 55). 

However, with a few notable exceptions, the 
'New Cinema’ films have failed to capture the 
hearts and minds of the average Arab audi- 
ence which continues to prcter Egyptian com- 
mercial cinema. A similar fate has met Arab 
cinema d'auteur (literally, the cinema of the 
author — artistic films centering on i he dircc- 
tors personal vision i. Recently, cinema <1* au- 
teur attempted to revive indigenous artistic 
forms from .Arab cu I rural heritage in an inno- 
vative w ay. as part of a new search for cultur- 
al identity. "However, it has not always been 
suvvessftil in erasing binary antagonisms such 
as past and present, tradition and modernity. 
East and West," and has sometimes been led 
astray by "empty aestheticism." Many of 
these films have been well received in the 
WesL but their "success at .Arab box offices 
has remained limited” (p. 2 10). 

Bv Sallv Bland 
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. .. l p * 4 v | Afar Rodenbeck 
" v “ -« ; “Cairo” 

V . /, ■ i Meador; 395 pages; £20 

! AFICIONADOS ARE hard 
to account for the 
^ighi that envelopes them 
i ^ they step from their 
j Plane into the hot scented 
1 air of Cairo airport. They 
about to be hit, hard 
-W immediately, with 
dirt, clogged 
— -w, and near-ini 
frustration. Max rcoacn- 
does the explaining 
i ihem as he unwinds 
I Cairo’s serpentine tale with 
l jjtay, clear-eyed affection, 
j H e has a lightness of touch 
i and erudition, a skill with 

! jj^cdoie, that recreates 
£ gypt — for all Egypt's 
■ toads lead to Cairo — in all 
! ns contradictoriness. 

Eife itself began in Cairo. 
°[so the ancient Egyptians 
I Maimed. The sweeping 
timescale of its story, from 
gl°*y to medieval 
^line, from Ottoman 
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empire to British occupa- 
tion. from socialist revolu- 
tion to modem money- 
grabbers. is held together 
by a loose, connecting 
thread: the contrast and 
conflict between cos- 
mopolitan. multi-faceted 
Cairo and its traditional, 
native heart. Cairenes sur- 
vive, writes Mr, Roden- 
beck. who has lived in the 
city, on and oft. tor 20 
years, by virtue of their 
“enduring, life-giving non- 
chalance." . 

They live in a city that 
trembles wi the verge of 
chaos: leaking sewers can 
make the ancient bazaar 

seem a "shallower Venice. 

It mav ah be a little bit 
more orderly today, or as 
Mr. Rodenbeck, who could 
not write a dull 
about “infrastructure if he 

tried, puts it: "traffic and 
sewa°e soon flowed more 
efficiently along new con- 
duits and bypasses, as did 
gossip down the rewired 


telephone circuits." The 
unification or "aesthetic 
defoliation” of the city — 
most Cairenes live in crum- 
bling concrete matchboxes 
and most of the new luxury 
buildings are dire — has 
been constant. But the past 
is never far away: the faces 
in museums repealed in the 
streets. 

Details illuminate Mr. 
Rodenbeck 5 cleverly writ- 
ten story: facts are slipped 
in unobtrusively. At 
Farouk’s first wedding in 
1938, when the young king 
who w'as shortly to become 
a byword for rottenness 
still seemed a latter-day 
Tutankhamun, even Cairo’s 
pickpockets declared a 
moratorium for the day. In 
the early 1950s, when an 
anti-British mob burst into 
Shepheard’s Hotel to bum 
it to the ground, the service 
buttons in the vast Persian- 
carpeted bedrooms were 
still marked “Native.” 

In the 1970s, when Cairo 


rediscovered fun after the 
rigours of Nasserism, revo- 
lutionary hymns gave way 
to jingles for hairs pray. 
Floozies catering to rich 
Arab visitors flounced out 
of shops called Up Pop and 
into clubs called Salt and 
Pepper. Meanwhile, as Mr. 
Rctelenbeek. who likes the 
fun but never forgets its 
mirror-image, notes sober- 
ly. "huddles of peasants 
squatted numbly outside 
agencies touting cut-price 
fares to jobs in Libya. Iraq 
and the ... Gulf." 

Egypis landless peas- 
ants, flooding imo the city, 
came like missionaries 
with an ancient fervency. 
Rodenbeck examines 
surges of religiosity 
that have overtaken Cairo 
since medieval days, limes 
when "the hereafter came 
to ou weigh the here and 
now." He analyses the dan- 
gerous period, not quite 
over, when intellectuals 
“bold enough to assert the 
primacy of reason over rev- 
elation knew they were 
doing so at their own 
peril.” 

But reason. Mr. Roden- 


Mr. 

the 


beck seems, to suggest, is 
bound to prevail among 
Egyptians. Perhaps. A safer 
bei is dial jokes will win 
through, whatever the level 
of religious fervour. For in 
Cairo, as he writes, jokes 
are a form of currency: a 
wisecrack from even the 
most importunate beggar 
will win instant reward. No 
trait in a person is so 
despised in Egypt as 
“heavy blood." a lack of 
humour. 

Could even this be 
dunging? Surely not. But 
Cairo, as Mr. Rodenbeck 
says, is now a tight-packed 
place of 12 million people, 
the most densely populated 
large urban area in the 
world, a tough and impa- 
tient city. Mustafa Dar- 
wichc, a film critic who 
was fired twice as state 
censor for being too per- 
missive. agrees that the 
average Cairene is hener 
oft' materially today than in 
the past. But. he adds. “We 
can’t afford to be so care- 
free any more." 

By Barbara Smith 

The Economist 


Syrian soaps Ramadan hits 


By Roueida Mabardi 

. t Ht-ncf Fr.uii e Prt su- 

SYRIAN TELEVISION <-up operas for Arab view- 
ers during the Muslim fasting month o! Ramadan, 
hate made u big splosh, breaking the long- landing 
stranglehold of Egyptian series. 

No fewer than 15 Svrian vup operas have been 
shown daily on about lO.Arab satellite iclewsiuti chan- 
nels, including Middle East Broadcasting i MBC). 
.ART l Arabic Radio and Television i and OrhiL 

Syrians arc glued to their iclet i>ion <(.*. with some 
watching as many as eight waps a , Jay 

Syrian director Manmun Bunni 'slid a number ol 
private production companies had sprang up in Stria 
ot er (It past decade, enabling his eountiy to compete 
with Egypt which has dominated the market tur 
decades. 

"We neglected studios for the export market before’' 
Bunni slid. 

The Syrian television series focus on simple, realis- 
tic topics while those made in other Arab countries, he 
said, are still videotaped in the studio "and Use the 
same themes, the same language " 

Hatem AJi, director of a successful comic series 
called "Mirrors" said Syria had a wealth of talented 
actors and had transformed its lack ut studios into an 
asset. 

Arab countries such as Jordan. Kuwait, Saudi .Ara- 
bia and the emirate of Dubai "hav e no hesitation about, 
running more Syrian piogrommes." he sad. 

Rir die thitd year in a row. MBC has bought exclu- 


sive rights io "Minors." 

The 45-minute shows, broadcast nightly, depict 
individual and social failings by focusing on fictional 
politicians. 

The 30-odd shows, made in Syria by independent 
directors, each cost an average of 15 million Syrian 
pounds ($300.00(3). 

Syria also produces hisiorical series on the Ottoman 
days and ihwe of (he French mandate as well j> his- 
torical fantasies such as “Death Como to the Orient, 
shown by the Lebanese satellite cluinnel Al 
Mostaqhaf. 

The series, directed by Najat Anzur. tclb the hisinn 
of an ideal city beleaguered by four brigands. 

Svrian slate television, created in !9bU. has no) 
remained on the sidelines, producing three .senes a 
year. 

Pan three of Hani Rumani’s "Hunimani Kishani 
was broadcast on state telex ision this Ramadan, a pro- 
gramme about Svrian history from 1950 to l°55. a 
period known for its political instability and coups. 

Mayya, 40. said she follows no fewer than “eight 
soaps per day." ol which five are Svrian and three 
Egyptian. 

”1 chance from one channel to another and some- 
times spend five hour* al a stretch watching televi- 
sion." , 

Rafika. a young Tunisian, also loves Syrian soap 

operas, 

•The Syrian directors are excellent Iky approach 
their different topics realistically, and the sets ore not 
jrtjfieiaf in appearance as in other series, she said. 
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Number Of job-seekers on rise in Israel Euro may become part of oil pricing 

M — , „ ...j thot the. euro is trade with those state* ■- 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
The number of job-seekers 
in Israel rose a sharp two 
per cent in December, the 
labour ministry has 
announced, dashing earlier 
hopes for an end to- three 
years of steadily rising 
unempJoyment- 

The ministry said the 
number of job-hunters reg- 
istered with the nation's 12 
unemployment centers in 
December rose 3,000 to 
154,300. 

The report was bad news 
for the government of Prime 
Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu four months 
before national elections in 
which Israel's economic 
woes have become a key 
issue. 

In November the govern- 
ment announced that unem- 
ployment had fallen for the 
first tune in three years 
between July and Septem- 
ber, dropping from 9.3 per 
cent to S.4 per cent of the 
active population. 

Prior to that quarter unem- 
ployment had risen steadily 
since Netanyahu’s right- 
wing government was elect- 
ed to office in May 1996. 

During the same period 
economic growth fell to a 
32-year low of 1.5 per cent 
and foreign investment in 
the country plummetted. 

Critics blame Netanyahu's 
austerity budget and high 
interest-rate policies for 
fueling the slowdown, 
which' has become a key 
issue in the campaign for 
the May 17 general elec- 
tions. 


Netanyahu was forced 
into the early polls last 
month after his coalition 
government collapsed, in 
part over his economic poli- 
cies. 

Labour Party chairman 
Ehud Barak, Netanyahu’s 
main challenger for the pre- 
miership, has focused his 
campaign speeches so far on 
the rising unemployment 
and economic hardship 
caused by the right-wing 
government's budget and 
monetary policies. 

In recent days, Netanyahu 
has counterattacked with a 
rash of policy changes, 
including easing the govern- 
ment's 1999 inflation target 
from four per cent to 6-7 per 
cent, agreeing to increased 
education subsidies and 
withdrawing planned cuts in 
aid to the elderly. 

Barak and other opposi- 
tion figures quickly accused 
Netanyahu of waging “elec- 
tion economics" in a desper- 
ate bid to remain in power. 

Meanwhilejsraers long- 
running trade surplus with 
South East Asia and Japan 
turned into a deficit last 

year due to a sharp drop in 
diamond exports, the gov- 
ernment said last week. 

The Central Bureau of 
Statistics said Israel ran up a 
trade deficit with South East 
Asia and Japan of about 
$170 million in 1998, com- 
pared with a S1.02 billion 
surplus the year before. 

TTie trade deficit came as 
Israel's total merchandise 
expons to the region fell 23 
per cent to $2.64 billion 
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while merchandise imports 
rose nine per cent to $2.73 

billion. 

Non-diamond exports to 
East Asia also fell bur by a 
mote moderate 17 per cent 
to $1.47 billion wtule non- 
diamond imports from the 
region rose 4.3 per cent to 
$2.48 billion, causing 
Israel’s non-diamond trade 
deficit with East Asia to 
swell by 66 per cent to 
$1.01 billion. 

Israel’s trade surplus with 
the United States widened 
by 62 per cent last year to 
$2.87 billion as merchan- 
dise exports grew 1425 per 
cent to $8.26 billion and 
merchandise imports shrunk 
by about one per cent to 
$5.29 billion. ? 

Israel’s trade deficit with 
the European Union (EU) 
narrowed by by 23 per cent 
to $6.15 billion. Israeli mer- 
chandise exports to the EU 
grew by 6.1 per cent to 
$7.19 billion while mer- 
chandise imports fell by 10 
per cent to S13J4 billion. 

The Central Bureau of 
Statistics, citing preliminary 
figures, earlier said that 
Israel’s economy grew 1.9 
per cent in 1998, down from 
2.4 per cent in 1997 but 
slightly higher than previous 
estimates. 

Chief statistician Ezra 
Hadar told reporters that the 
upward revision from an 
earlier estimate of 1.6 per 
cent was due to technical 
factors. But he added that 
recent economic indicators 
may point to some improve- 
ment in economic activity. 

"In the last few months we 
have witnessed some of the 
earlier trends, such as 
increased unemployment. 


slower export growth and 
slower industrial produc- 
tion, are no longer continu- 
ing," Hadar said. 

“The Israeli economy is 
erratic and influenced by 
one-off events, so it is too 
early to say whether this 
represents a change m the 
trend.’’ he added. 

Hadar declined to com- 
ment on next year's growth 
outlook, noting that elec- 
tions set for next May would 
influence the economy in 
ways that were difficult to 
predict. 

The treasury is forecasting 
that gross domestic product 
(GDP) will grow 2.6 per 
cent in 1999. but most pri- 
vate sector economists 
expect a lower figure. 

The bureau's preliminary 
1998 Figures put Israeli 
GDP growth ar its lowest 
rate since 1989. 

Israel’s economy expand- 
ed rapidly in the early 1990s 
energised by a wave of 
immigration and the open- 
ing of new export markets 
with the end of the Cold 
War. Bur growth began 
slowing in 1996 as the gov- 
ernment imposed a tighter 
fiscal and monetary policy 
and the immigration bonus 
petered out • 

The statistics bureau said 
GDP per capita fell a pre- 
liminary 0.4 per cent in 
1998. marking the second 
year of decline. Based on 
purchasing power parity, per 
capita income was S17.17S. 

The bureau said the main 
reasons for the slowdown in 
growth this year were 
declining investment and 
slower export growth. 

Fixed capital formation 
fell 4. 1 per cent led by a 7.2 


per cent decline in residen- 
tial building, following a 3.0 
per cent drop in 1997. 

The growth in exports of 
goods and services slowed 
to a preliminary 521 per 
cent from 7.0 per cent in 
1997. 

The bureau said Israel's 
current account deficir 
would narrow by 29.5 per 
cent to $3,635 billion this 
year, or 3.7 per cent of GDP, 
from S5.285 billion in 1997. 
or 5.4 per cent ofGDP. The 
deficit peaked in 1996 at 
S6.954 billion. 

The narrowing was main- 
ly due to a declining trade 
deficit in goods and ser- 
vices, which the bureau said 
was expected to narrow' by 
20 per cent to S9.033 billion 
(not counting defence 
imports). 

The trade deficit was also 
cut by improved terms of 
trade, the bureau said. 

Net current transfers, on 
the other hand, were fore- 
casted to fall 10 per cent to 
$5,298 billion. Net capital 
transfers fell by 20 per cent 
to S2. 144 billion. 

Unemployment was 
expected to average 8.7 per 
cent for the full year, up 
from 7.7 per cent in 1997 
and 6.7 per cent in 1 996. 

Labour productivity grew 
0.5 per cent, reversing an 
0.6 per cent decline in 1997. 

The bureau said it had 
organised its statistics for 
the first time this year 
according to the “Systems 
of National Accounts 1993" 
criteria set by the Organisa- 
tion for Economic Coopera- 
tion and Development 
/OECD; and other major 
imemutional organisations. 
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DUBAI (R) — United Arab 
Emirates Oil Minister 
Obaid Ben Saif A3 Nasseri 
said oil may eventually be 
priced in a basket of curren- 
cies that would include 
Europe’s fledgling euro. 

‘There is a possibility 
that in the future oil and 
some of the main com- 
modities will be priced 
against a basket of curren- 
cies in which the dollar is 
the main currency along 
with the euro and the yen. 


Exchange Rates 


provided that the euro is 
stable and successful” he 
told the London-based Ara- 
bic AI Hayat newspaper. 

“It is known that oil trade 
is currently handled primar- 
ily in the dollar and the 
launching of the euro has 
created real competition for 
the dollar.. he added. 

Nasseri said the launch- 
ing of the euro in most 
European Union countries 
would encourage Arab Gulf 
oil producers to boost their 


trade with those states m 
the future, especially when 
the euro is strong and 

compared with other cur- 
rencies. 

He said a unified; strong 
European currency. would 
facilitate easier trade with 
Arab Gulf -states. .1. .. 

Nasseri estimated that ojj 
trade between Arab Golf 
states and Western Eoro-: 
pean countries ■ currently' 
stood at two million barrel 
per day. j 
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THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 
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1 Dog dogger 
5 Race of history 
10 Mausoleum 

14 Bread quantify 

15 'Witness* sect 

16 Alternative to a 
saber 

17 Overthrow 
IB Atlantic 

archipelago 

20 Summer hours 
In SL Pete 

21 Paquin of The 


22 Military school 
students 
23;Possessed 

25 Wise Men 

26 Tears to pieces 
28 Flapdoodle 

32 Loathsome 


33 Trail to follow 

35 Ride the wind 

36 Grain beard 

37 Donkey 

38 Daiquiri 
requirement 

39 Fits out 

41 Clean one's 
feathers 

43 Sicilian volcano 

44 Kept on 
reverberating 

46 Greek starters 

48 Asa 

(usually ) 

49 Squeaking 
sound 

50 If 

53 Zhivago's love 

54 Switch position 
57 Sea of the 

Philippines 

59 Opera highlight 

60 Drying powder 

61 Financial 
check-up 

62 Peruse 

63 Solemn vow 

64 Distant ones 

65 Us partner 

DOWN 

1 Mass of Ice 

2 Ear-piercing 

3 New Jersey ofy 

4 Sternward 

5 Immaturity 


By Eugene a Puffenberger 

Reston, VA 


6 Revise 

7 Bart Simpson's 
sister 

8 Adherent's 

suffix 

9 Resort to 
subterfuges 

10 Kiddies' bears 

11 Mayberry kid 

12 Come together 

13 Actress 
Armstrong 

19 Acts the shrew 

21 “Crime _ 

‘ Punishment* 

24 Many 

25 Telegraph code 

26 Bart or Ringo 

27 Long or Mandel 

28 Nuzzled 

29 Pyongyang's 
republic 

30 Finnish bath 

31 Bombeckand 
others 

34 French capital 
In a WWI song 

40 Withdraw from 
a race 

41 Skunk 
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42 TeB a story 

43 Ecological 
watchdog grp. 

45 Be silent 
47 Pastoral 
pasture 

49 Caesar's dog 

50 Ratio words 

51 Weather agcy. 


52 Quasi-religious 
sect 

53 Venice beach 

55 Italian car 

56 Grow less 
distinct 

58 What say? 

59 Provide with 
weapons 



Andy Capp 



I don’t actually get out of the building 
until 5:05. The way I see It, they owe 
me 25 minutes a week overtime payf 


unsoambie ihese four Jumbles 

one letter to each square, to 
form four ordinary words. 


THAT SCBAMBLEDWORD 7 ^ 
by Henri Arnold and HKaAtift* 



Mutt'n’Jeff 


■MM 



dyrahl 





Now arrange the 
form the surprise 


mm 


Jumbles: KNAVE .ROBOT fOR 
Answen Enjoyed by the scbofarty 

day's end — TOME ON THE 
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Business & Finance 

Euro may bring European 
car prices down, a bit 


Jordan Times, Sunday, January 17, 1999 


PARIS (AFP) — The 
common European curren- 
cy should bring car prices 
fom in at least some of 
[be countries of the euro 
zone, but experts say the 
drop will be moderate. 

Prices for similar models 
vary widely across the 1 1 
slates involved, because of 
such factors as manufac- 
turers' policy and tax lev- 
els. 

Motorists now able to 
make an easy comparison 
without the complication 
of exchange rates axe natu- 
rally hoping that makers 
will" be pressured, or 
embarrassed, into cutting 
their prices further. 

Louis Schweitzer, head 
of the French Renault 
company, predicted this 
month that this would be 
so, citing greater competi- 
tion and incentives to con- 
sumers to place their funds 
elsewhere than in motor 
care, in addition to higher 
productivity. 

Car makers sell their 
vehicles to dealers at 
prices which can be lower 
in countries like Denmark 
and Greece — countries 
not yet part of the euro 
zone — where automo- 
biles are highly taxed, than 
in their own home mar- 
kets. 

Schweitzer said differ- 
ences are around 12 per 
cent, but a European Cora- 
mission report published 
in June said they can be as 
much as 40 per cent or 


more. 

Constructors defend 
themselves by saying dial 
direct comparisons are 
very difficult as vehicle 
specifications also vary 
greatly from country to 
country'. 

“We hope that the euro 
will bring prices down, but 
we are not totally confi- 
dent without a real single 
market, and we are not 
there yet,” a spokeswoman 
for a Brussels-based group 
of European consumers’ 
associations said. 

She stressed another 
obstacle facing motorists 
seeking a cheaper car in 
the country next door — 
that of bringing it back to 
find dealers at home refus- 
ing to honour warranties 
and after-sales service. 

Gaetan Toulemonde, a 
vehicle market analyst 
with Nat west bank said 
that all prices would not 
necessarily find their low- 
est level in the euro zone. 
They could end up 
halfway between the low- 
est and* highest, depending 
on such questions as facto- 
ry output. 

Toulemonde said that 
European factories were 
only producing at 70 per 
cent of their capacity, gen- 
erating a fierce price war. 
“The fall in prices will 
continue until one con- 
structor decides it cannot 
go on and closes a factory 
— then prices will sta- 
bilise again.” 
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FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, JANUARY 17, 1999 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services. Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Postpone a date until 
later in the week. You'll be too busy with career matters 
or cramming for a big test. If you do well, you could get 
an increase in your allowance or paycheque. You'll have 
(o’dofckiitratfc'to succeed but the odds are in your 

■r ~ . * k ■■ ~ — * • 1 — - - 1 

favour 

1AURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A private matter needs ' 
to be resolved before you can take off on your weekend 
excursion. Make sure a person who's been bothering 
you knows where you stand. Settle the matter instead of 
stirring up a bigger battle. After that, the weekend looks 
marvellous. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) You have to make your 
money stretch a little further, but you can learn how to 
do this. Talk to a Cancer or Taurus. They know all kinds 
of neat tricks. There are also books on the subject. If 
you’re more comfortable learning that way, stop by the 
library tonight. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 ) Somebody you trust is 
giving you a hard lime. This is only meant to wake you 
up. A "little confrontation is good for you once in a 
while. This person is actually on your side. Think ol it 
as coaching. Make it into a very productive discussion. 
Don't hold anything back. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Work demands your full 
attention. You’re hustling and bustling, but you re get- 
ting a lot done. You’re also making a good impression 
on the people in authority. You’re proving you can actu- 
ally do what you say you can. That’s the objective, any- 
. way. so keep at it. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Someone you 
love wants something that's out of the question, ^ou 
may have to be the one to deliver the bad news. Be firm, 
but pleasant This afternoon, set lofty goals. You’ve got 
a good chance of bringing them to completion the old- 
fashioned way. By working. 

UBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You and your 
mate could get into an argument. The topic needs to be 
discussed, but you don't need to get up in arms about u. 
The limits you're under aren’t anybody's fault, xou 
be able to change things, but for now. you should 
the best of what you’ve got. 

-RPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) Vou re eam- 
.. „ quickly, but you’re still up against quite a challenge. 
"Your work requires not only concentration, but also a o 
of energv. Listen to an older person who’s advising a 
different* way. He or she is speaking from exponent, 
and may see something you’re missing. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December _ 1 vVor 
you’ve done recently will start to pay off. Treat yours 
and a friend to a special evening. You don t have to,, 
out to make it special, by the way. Don t p an - * 

lunchtime, though. You won’t have your pav^heq 

yet. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to Januao 1 20) Every- 

■one's in love with you, some more than other- ^ 

P^cular, quite noticeably. You can arr *. 1 
together at your place this evening. No need io . nvue the 

w Me gang, although they may show up any >■ 

^ some chips and dip on your way „ij he 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 toFebnraiy l 9 )Yo^ouldbe 

Jtig help later in the day, when a close ^ ^ 
^ nins into a snag. You know how to , hile 

Problem and can pass along your expert! ■ ^ ge[ 

follow through on a promise. Someth i g 
Jone before quitting time. v nol 

^CES: (February 20 to March - behind the 
**lise how much your friends are ■ d * wh(?n ^ 
^ to help. You may not even realise* . f his . 
Pk talk about you, they're saying very * * whal 
^ijing, practice being even more p L 
doing. It’s working. 

Birthstone of January: Garnet — R^eQuarte 


Some analaysts even 
envisage an increase in 
average car prices in the 
euro zone. 

“Manufacturers’ prices 
are generally highest in 
iheir domestic markets, 
where their sales are also 
greatest,” noted merchant 
bank Lehman Brothers. 
This helps to preserve 
profits but also sustains 
average prices. 

Schweitzer for his pan 
stressed that Renault now 
had to realise profits all 
over Europe, while in the 
old days it made money in 
few countries apart from 
France. 


King’s 

boosts 


AMMAN t R i — Jordan's 
shares rose Saturday in 
active pre-holiday trade nn a 
wave of local investor opti- 
mism over His Majesty King 
Hussein's homecoming after 
his successful treat me nt fur 
cancer, dealers said. 

The official Amman Finan- 
cial Market iAFMj o()-share 
index rose 0.87 per cent to 
176.03 points in locally dri- 
ven turnover of I .<Jb million 
dinars (SI. 5 million i. 

Dealers said local investor 
optimism Saturday ahead n| 
the ’Eid Al-Fitr feast was 
given a boost by King Hus- 
sein's expected return ncu 


recovery, return on Tuesday 
Amman Financial Market 


Tuesday alter a six-month 

absence abroad. 

“Pile market was et\en j 
psychological boost by the 
return of King Hussein amid 
hopes of a market rebound 
a I lei die T:id holiday.' said 
Husam A I Hunhali, a broker. 

The stock market, which 
normally operates a ti\e-day 
trading week from Saturday 
to Wednesday, will close lor 
business from Sunday I'm the 
Eid A I Fur holiday jnd trad- 
ing will resume next Satur- 
day. 

Industrial blue-chips led 
the broad market advances in 
hn-.k .i>. 1 1 *. it \ ci Hi' la., i vd lv. 


Iloof traders, speculators and 
brokers acting on behalf or 
instiimiona! traders. 

Among the busiest transac- 
tions or the day the tun min- 
ing blue-chips. Arab Potash 
and Jordan Phosphate Mines, 
rose sharply by JDo 1" to 
JD.s.57 and to JD1.SS 

respectively. 

The phosphate firm's 
tumor er of JDIK5.6S5 sras 
llic seeonj heaviest in vol- 
ume amid strong local buy- 
ing triggered by hopes of a 
marker rcbouml when trade 
resumes nest Saturday. 

Blue chip drug firm. Arab 
Ph.i: :u .. , mu .«! M.-.iidl.i, !m - 


mg. rose JDO.1'7 to JD2. l 6 
after shares worth JD247.X2” 
changed hanJs in locally dri- 
ven trade. 

Joi dan Electric Power, a 
recent fasourile among local 
speculators, rose JDO .03 to 
JDl.-*i» after shares worth 
JDt>5.l?h changed hands. 

Jordan Cement Factories, 
which began a downward 
slide inis week after foreign 
fund buying petered out. also 
picked up. rising JDU.lb to 
close JDJ.45 in Jl>»4.iHi3 
worth of trade. 

The cement sn«. k had been 
n,ing up sharply since the 
g- :a I'cm '■>)<! ‘>U j nia|»'i 


slake last No\ ember to a 
French cement producer. 

In the generally quieter 
banking sector. market 
hea\\ weight Arab Bank was 
unchanged at JD21? alter 
25* » shares changed hands. 
Housing Bank rose a slight 
JDO.lM to JD2.75 in JeaF 
Worth a total of JL>0,2Ss. 

Gaining shares outnum- 
bered losers by IS r«.i S and 
I I Mock were unchanged. 

The mdepeiideiil Pearl 
index of 45 best- perl orm mg 
shares n-se »i.2n per cent 
S2.M pomis, o.SS per cent 
hi-jher from the end of last 
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1999..The year to 
enjoy new menus, & 
new prices at the best 
spot in town. Live 
entertainment every 
night, music you can 
move to, food you can 
drool too, in an 
atmosphere to die for. 




Entertainment Center- Abcloun 
• - - - -Sheraton • - 

To reserve call Anthony Alfonso now on Tel:59?4768/(0"9)573 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS 


WAVES OF 


At Amra Hotel 
Shops - Amman 



Studio Haig 1 


Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/1 07W530007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Swerfieh Tel: B22B91 


ChysTAl 


FOR 
RENT 

Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


Quality Serviced Suites 


*One & Two Bedrooms *Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily 8 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-mail : cryualw go.com jo 



Real Estate 
SWEIFIYEH 

A. Hajarat Complex 

Tei. 5864230-5865167 
Mobile: 079/537588 




Bayerischer Hof 
Restaurant 

is open daily during Ramadan 
from 7 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

Swdfieh - Al Hamra Street 
Tel: 5819730/ 5810811 


TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

568431 1 - 5699634 EXT. 42 
& 

Fax: 5693337 



nm yorum 
Hotel 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001 


Traditional Iftar Buffet at 
al Azrak Coffee 
Shop... 




















































io Sports 


Americans clinch Sydney titles 


SYDNEY (AFP) — 
Americans Lindsay 

Davenport and Todd Martin 
scored the first successes of 
the new ATP season 
Saturday, walking away 
with the honours at the 
Sydney International. 

Martin has surprised many 
observers with his scintillat- 
ing form this week and 
upset World No. 3 Alex 
Corretja 6-3 7-6 (7-5). 

With a wide open field at 
the Australian Open in 
Melbourne next week, the 
28-year-old is shaping up as 
a genuine contender. 

In the women's final, 
world number one Lindsay 
Davenport scored a vital 
psychological advantage 
over nearest rival Martina 
Hingis, completely out- 
classing her 6-4. 6-3. 

Davenport. 22. desperate- 
ly wanted to win here after 
losing her last two clashes 
with the Swiss teenager, the 




World No. 1 seed Lindsay Davenport of the USA returns a shot to Martina Hingis of 
Switzerland in the final at the Sydney International. Davenport beat Hingis in 
straight sets 6-4. 6-3 (.AFP photo) 


serving from Martin proved 
too much for Corretja in the 
first final of the day. His 
extra height and a bouncy 
surface suited to his game 
gave him the edge and he 
was into his rythem from 
the first game, moving to a 
4- 1 lead before Corretja, the 
top seed, woke up. 

Bui Martin was unstop- 
pable. firing serves down at 
1S9 kmph and taking the 
first set to love on his ser- 
vice same. 

Better suited to five set- 
ters. Corretja fought back 
and pressed the right-hander 
all the way in a nailbiting 
second set that went to serve 
before the big American 
won the decisive tiebreak 7- 
6 . 

It was Martin's second 
Sydney triumph and his 
eighth career tide. 

“I had to be as aggressive 
as I possibly could which 
meant a lot of work for me 


World No. 16-ranked player Todd Martin of the USA holds the trophy after winning 
the final and beating Alex Corretja at the Sydney International tennis tournament 
Martin beat Corretja 6-3, 7-6 (AFP photo) 


Alex Corretja of Spain laments the loss of another point 
in the mens’ final against Todd Martin of the USA at the 
Sydney International ( AFP photo) 


reigning Australian Open 
champion, and will go to 
Melbourne for the season's 
first grand slam a clear 
favourite. 

She immediately signalled 
her intentions, breaking the 
Hingis serve to take the 
opening game of the first 
set. 

The youngster struck back 
to level at 1-1 before 
Davenport outclassed her 
opponent with some vintage 


tennis to race to a 5-1 lead. 

Hingis, 18. had a mini- 
recovery, fighting her way 
to 5-4 before Davenport's 
rock-solid baseline play 
secured the set in 33 min- 
utes. 

In hot and blustery condi- 
tions. the second set went to 
serve until Davenport broke 
to take a 3-2 lead. 

Hingis appedred sluggish 
as Davenport came back 
from 40-love down to break 


with a classic cross court 
winner in the final game to 
sealing the match — and her 
20th career title — in less 
than an hour. 

“I never felt that I had 
control of what I was doing 
today. I was always one-step 
behind," said - Hingis. “It 
was strange for me because 
I usually have control and l 
didn't know how to get out 
of it. Very few players put 
me under that sort of trou- 


ble. 

“She served really well 
and her return put me under 
a lot of pressure." 

Davenport said her tri- 
umph was a great confi- 
dence booster. 

“It’s never easy to win in 
two sets against Martina and 
I’m excited and looking for- 
ward to Melbourne. I hope 
we meet again in the final." 

Before a 7.000 capacity 
centre court crowd power 


and fortunately every ball I 
mishot in the first set went 
in and in the second every 
ball he hit cleanly didn’t 
hurt me too bad.” Corretja. 
24. was upbeat about his 
form. “Right now I feel real- 
ly happy about it because 
I’ve been playing really 
good tennis over the last 
couple of months already 
and it was great just to start 
the year with a final." he 
said. 
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AVOID THOSE TRAPS 
.Wither vulnerable. Snuih deals. there would 


Schalken dedicates 
Auckland title to brother 


NORTH 
* AQ4 
7 A3 2 
: Q64 


* Q 10 G 2 

WEST 

EAST 

* 10 8 0 a 

* K J95 

7 Q J 7 5 

T' K 10 9 6 4 

v 8 S 

•: 9 3 2 

*A J 9 

*8 

SOUTH 


A 72 



•T 8 

>AK J 107 
+K7543 

The bidding: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

I •: Pass 2NT Pass 

3a Pass 4A Pass 

5a Pass Pans Pans 

Opening lead: Queen of ‘7 

Many contracts hinge on keeping 
the danger hand off lead: South 
wwu to great lengths to make sure 
of that on this deal. 

When South rebid three clubs 
rather than raise two no trunip to 
game. North know partner had to 
have either a v vr> tinbolunct-'i lt,ui<l 
or else was Innkinp for a -lam — 


there would be no reason to ignore 
the nine- crick contract otherwise. 
So North raised clubs — a wise 
decision since three no trump would : 
have no piay after a heart lead. 

Declarer won the first trick with 

dummy's ace and the lazy play 
would be to lead a club to the king . 
In with the ace of clubs, n spade 
switch by West would now place Lhe 
contract in grave danger. When the 
spade finesse Joses, declarer will 
later have to guess the trump posi- 
tion to get home. 

To avoid that problem, declarer 
came to hand with a heart ruff and 
led a club, finessing the ten. Had 
thaL lost to the jack, the spade suit 
would have been safe from attack. 
Declarer would win any return, 
force out the ace of clubs, then rise 
with the ace on a spade shift. After 
drawing the lost trump, iT neces- 
sary, declarer runs five diamond 
tricks, discarding two spades from 
dummy, and ruffe the losing spade. 

Declarer's foresight earned a 
well-deserved, though small 
reward. When the ten of dubs held, 
declarer was able to continue as 
above after forcing out the ace of 
clubs, and scored a pretty overinck. 
If *nl* thi* "ante had been dupli- 
cate' 


AUCKLAND (AFP) — Dutchman Sjerig 
Schalken won his fourth ATP tennis title in 
lhe Men’s Open here Saturday, beating 
German Tommy Haas then dedicating the 
victory to his brother who died of cancer. 

Schalken’ s younger brother. Tuur. had 
been suffering from leukemia and died 
three years ago Saturday at the age of 15, 
which forced the 22-year-old to withdraw 
from the Australian Open. 

Easily the most consistent player here this 
week. Schalken secured a 6-4-6^4 victory in 
the final. 

After winning the final in one hour IS 
minutes. Schalken revealed his personal 
torment. “He was my greatest fan. he 
watched me win my first two titles on tele- 
vision because he was sick and I was sad 
when I woke up this morning, I wasn’t feel- 
ing so good." said the unseeded Schalken. 
whose world ranking rises to around 50 for 
next week’s Australian Open in Melbourne. 

“He died today three years ago and I had 
to withdraw from the Australian Open for 
personal reasons at that time and fly home.*’ 


The big serving Dutchman broke Haas in 
the third, the fifth and the seventh games of 
the first set while the German broke back in 
the sixth and eighth games. But it took 
Schalken just 38 minutes to wrap up the 
first set' and thankfully for him, while he 
had to rely on his second serve, fifth-seeded 
Haas was not playing well either. 

“He had two big games yesterday so he 
was probably a bit tired and I think we both 
made a lot of unforced errors today," 
Schalken said. 

In the second set Haas, who will improve 
his World No. 35 ranking a couple of 
places, had his opportunities. He easily con- 
verted three break points in the eighth game 
to level at 4-4 and was up 40-0 in the ninth 
from where Schalken fought back to go 5-4 
up. 

Both Haas and Schalken said they would 
be back next year, barring injury, “t wasn’t 
disappointed about losing. I came here not 
expecting anything and I made the final." 
Haas said. 


Jordan Times, Sunday, January 17> 





MELBOURNE (.AFP) — 
Sweden’s Thomas Enqvist 
wifi take an eight-match 
winning streak into next 
week’s" Australian Open 
after he smashed Mark 
Philippoussis in the final of 
the Kooyong Tennis Classic 
here Saturday. 

The World No. 18. playing 
at peak confidence, took 
just 52 minutes to blast the 
defending tirleholder off the 
Kooyong" court. 6-4. 6-1. 

“I feel" really confident at 
the moment. I’m hitting the 
ball well and it’s just perfect 
preparation for the 
Australian Open,” said 
Enqvist. who is riding high 
after winning the Australian 
Hardcourt Championship in 
Adelaide last week. 

“I’m not the favourite for 
the Australian Open just 
because I won three match- 
es here." he said. 

important forme - 
to gera lot of matches and 
my confidence to’tnbat play- - 
era of this calibre." 

Philippoussis said the 


final turned away from him 
when he missed a short 
forehand at 4-5 down, game 
point which would have 
levelled the first seL 
“That would have made it 
5-5. kept the pressure on. 
anything could have hap- 
pened, " but after that 
Thomas started cruising, he 
got some confidence and 
there was no stopping him. 
little points like that can 
mean a match," said 
Philippoussis. 

Philippoussis, who could 
face Enqvist in the 
Australian Open quarter- 
finals, said of the Swede:’’ 
Thomas is playing some 
great tennis at the moment 
I take my hat off to him. 
he’s hitting the ball 
extremely dean and he’s a 
very dangerous player.” 
Enqvist who faces 
American practice partner 
-iflFMiehaekeambiH in the 
first; round of the Open, is in- 
ttiesatre-qaarierof the draw 
as Patrick Rafter, Michael 
Chang and Philippoussis. 


Enqvist's lead-in - ions 
will have some of his seed- 
ed opponents feeling 
uneasy especially -?jn T tte 
early rounds, conridenngbe 
is only two ranking posi- 
tions outside the top- 16 
seedings. r '~ 

Enqvist missed almost 
three months’ tennis ..last 
year following surgery to 
remove a small hone .'dap 
from bis right ankle, but has 
high expectations for the 
Australian Open. 

“I’ve been beating all tie 
top players, so I know I 
have the capability of bear- 
ing everybody in die game.’ 
said Enqvist. whose bw 
grand slam performance 
came at the 1996 Australian 
Open where he readied the 
quarter-finals. “I know it's a. 
big step to takejtp winseven 
matches at a grand slam, but 
Jf feel I can;pUq£. that yrelL 
hopefully I can-do that over 
the next two weeks frae." 


Rubin wins Tasmanian final 


HOBART (AFP) — 
.American Chanda Rubin 
was too strong for jittery 
Italian Rita Grande to 
win the final of the 
Tasmanian international 
women’s tennis tourna- 
ment here Saturday. 

Rubin, a former top- 10 
player whose blossom- 
ing career was interrupt- 
ed by injury, was far too 
consistent for unseeded 
Grande, winning 6-2 6-3 
in an hour and 17 min- 
utes. 

The American fifth 
seed, who came into the 
tournament ranked 3 1st, 
said the win was “a good 
result along the way to 
where I want to go". 

She would go into next 
week’s Australian Open, 
where she was a semi- 
finalist in 1996. with 
more confidence she 
said. 

However she was sorry 
that her semi-final oppo- 
nent here, top seeded 
Julie Halard-Decugis of 
France, had to forfeit on 
Friday with a stomach 
muscle strain. 

“Julie would have 
given me a good match 
to gauge where I’m at" 
she said. 

To win Saturday. Rubin 
had only to play consis- 
tently and wait for 
Grande, who was play- 
ing her first WTA tour 
final, to make a mistake. 

Grande had been the 
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Sweden's Thomas Enqvist hits a backhand return on the way to winning the final of 
the Koovong Classic against Australian and hometown favourite Mark Fhiiippousss 
in Melbourne. Enqvist won the final in straight sets 6-4, 6-1 
nament. which the top players use as a warm-up event for the 1999 Australian Open- 
which starts 18 January (.AFP photo) 

Enqvist blasts Philippoussis; 
away in Kooyong Classic final 


•••• tfse- 


Chanda Rubin 

surprise of the tourna- 
ment. overpowering 
higher ranked players 
with her big serve and 
powerful forehands. 

Neither worked in the 
final. Grande did not 
hold serve in the first set 
and while she periodical- 
ly stretched Rubin with 


CINEMA 


TEL:4o3-il44 


CINEMA 


TEL:4G34144 


PHILADELPHIA '1 


Adel Imam, Wafa' Amer <& 
Kcimal Shinawi .. in 


ALWAD MAHROUS 
TEA' AL WAZIR 

Shows: 12:30. 2:30. 6:30. 
8:30, 10:30 


PHILADELPHIA '2' 


Bruce Willis .. in 


MERCURY 

RISING 

Shows: 12:15,2:15,6:30. 
8:30, 10,30 


CINEMA 


TEL:5699238 


CINEMA TEL:5677420 

CONCORDE 


PLAZA 


Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:30, 
8:30,10:30 


Adel Imam, Wafa' Amer & 
Kama l Shinawi .. in 


ALWAD MAHROUS 
TBA' AL WAZIR 

Shows: 12:30,2:30.6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA TEL5934793 \ 

GALLERIA 1 

-* 


ABDOUN 

wwn’.cns.com.jo/Galleria 
Mel Gibson .. in 


LETHAL WEAPON 4 


Shows: 6:15, 8:30, 10:45 


CINEMA TEL-5934793 

GALLERIA 2 


ABDOUN 

ivwvtens. comJo/Galleria 

One of Wall Disney’s 
best movies 
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Jordanians set to make big 
challenge in UAE Rally 
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ygUM C-f-T.) — With the ADNOC FOD 
|§AEi International Rally set to give the 
309£FIA Middle East Championship a 
^osxWpolitan start next month, a wave of 
^optimism is coming from Jordan where 
six drivers are preparing to lead the for- 
eigolegion’s assault in Abu Dhabi, 

A host of top drivers from across the 
Middle Hast and overseas are confirmed 
for the season’s curtain-raiser, and the six- 
car Jordanian team forms the largest for- 
eign contingent to have represented a sin- 
g|e country at the UAE event. 

. With its own championship round firm- 
ly established as one of the leading events 
[ -iit die Middle East series, Jordan is a 
ho* 6 * 1 for motor sport, reflected in the 
numbers now looking to compete regular- 
ly in rallies across the region. 

All five drivers who competed in 
December's climax to last year's champi- 
onship in Dubai will be on the starting 
ramp in Abu Dhabi on February 1 8, along 
with Ahmad A1 Daoud, who is a genuine 
prospect in the Group N class for produc- 
tion cars after finishing fifth overall in the 
UAE event three yers ago. 

Heading the Jordanian charge is 1997 
national champion Mohammad Ai Daoud, 
Ahmad’s elder brother, whose co-driver, 
Khaled Zakaria, is a two-time winner of 
the national co-drivers’ title. 

“All the drivers and co-drivers had a 
meeting recently and there was a lot of 
optimism expressed for the season 
ahead,” said Zakaria. “Most drivers are 
serious about competing in as many 
rounds of the Middle East Championship 
as possible this year, and I can see one or 
two Jordan cars making an impact.” 

The ADNOC FOD UAE International 
Rally, held under the patronage of Sheikh 


Saif Bin Zayed AJ Nahyan, is co-spon- 
sored by Mina Zayed, AJ-Masaood Co., 
Taxi AI Ghazal, Abu Dhabi National 
Hotels Co., Ford, Danka Kodak, and GTS 
Recovery, while the rally headquarters is 
based at the Abu Dhabi Hilton, the official 
hotel. 

Zakaria’s Dubai outing with AI Daoud 
last month ended with engine failure on 
the first stage, but two of his countrymen, 
cousins Bashar and Fans Busiami, 
clinched top ten finishes. The two other 
drivers returning to the UAE. Lee Dunn 
and Ammar Haddad, also failed to finish 
in Dubai. 

“It was Bashar’s first race back after a 
long injury lay-off and quite an achieve- 
ment for him to finish sixth, while Fans is 
a veiy smooth driver and will complete 
almost every race he starts because he is a 
lot steadier than most of us,” said Zakaria. 

The Jordanians are all entered in the 
Group N category for production cars, a 
title won last season by the UAE’s Sheikh 
Abdullah Al Qassimi, who has vowed to 
hold on to his first crown in the regional 
series. 

“Qassimi is obviously the man to beat 
and was a worthy champion last season, 
but if any of us can consistently finish the 
rallies throughout the year in good posi- 
tions, I think it could be close at the end of 
the season.” said Zakaria. 

As the countdown continues to the 1999 
ADNOC FOD UAE international Rally, 
all the latest developments can be fol- 
lowed on the event’s official web site, 
located at www.atcuae.com/uaerally 

The two-day rally covers approximately 
800kms, of which 280kms are special 
stages. 




ich Jean Louis ScbJesser and his buggy in action on his way to Nouakchott. 
' ;h Jose-Maria Servia won the stage, but Schlesser remains tbe overall 
after the 14th stage of tbe Dakar Rally between Atar and Nouakchott 
photo) 


usoc 

official 
steps 
down over 
Salt Lake 
scandal 

SALT LAKE CITY (AFP) 
— Alfredo La Mont, a 
United Slates senior direc- 
tor of international rela- 
tions, stepped down Friday, 
the latest victim of the Salt 
Lake Olympic bid bribery 
scandal. 

A statement from USOC 
president Dick Schultz said 
La Mont worked with for- 
mer Salt Lake organizing 
committee president Tom 
Welch in a capacity that 
proved lo be a conflict of 
interest wilh his USOC 
duties. 

Information about La 
Mom's actions has been 
turned over to a Justice 
Department probe of the 
scandal that has led to a 
federal grand jury being 
called to hear evidence 
next week on tax fraud and 
bribery charges. 

The USOC, international 
Olympic Committee and 
an independeni ethics 
panel formed by organisers 
are also looking into cash 
payments and lavish gifts 
given to IOC members in 
exchange for votes to make 
Salt Lake host of the 2002 
Winter Games. 

Two top organising com- 
mittee executives have 
already stepped down due 
to the investigation and the 
IOC has sent letters to 13 
of its members seeking 
explanations for actions in 
connection with the bid 
committee. 

La Mont resigned after he 
informed the USOC of “a 
previously undisclosed 
business relationship with 
the Salt Lake Olympic 
Committee” through 
Welch, the statement said. 

“We concluded Mr. La 
Mont’s activities, which he 
indicated he pursued inde- 
pendent of his l/SOC 
responsibilities, nonethe- 
less constituted a conflict 
of interesi.” 

La Mont had knowledge 
of and dealings with Latin 
American IOC members. 


otent Minnesota 
offence loses top threat 

™JUS (AFP) — Jake Reed, a top receiver for 
^wrOta's record-setting offence, will miss Sunday s 
;rican football playoff semi-final against Atlanta with 
pjured hamstring. 

who returned to the Vikings' lineup last week after 
„ jack surgery, suffered the injury in last Sundays 41-21 
/ViSory over Arizona. 

was unable to practice this week because of the ham- 
I,;strin2.” said Vikings coach Dennis Green today. “If we 

. . . f .... — 1 


Of CHX1KJ. » — ~ . r - m * 

have a player who is unable to perform at a high level or 
intensity we prefer to go to the next player.’ 

I That means Matthew Hatchette or Chris Walsh will see 
duty beside top receivers Randy Moss and Cris Carter as 
favored targets of Randall Cunningham, the National 
. Football League's top-rated passer. . 

fe Reed underwent surgery November 24 to repair a hemi- 
' 1 disc before working his way back to the lineup. 


.- ,»■;•?] J 1 "*' £ 



tc& 




ie* 


A ; v *«schampioii of the 98 
7 Pates in his Toyota Corolla WRC at , , 7 

f the 67th Monte Carlo rally- The rally *s scheduled 
to 20 January (AFP photo) 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Amavisca to join R. Santander 

MADRID (AFP) — Spanish international midfielder Jose 
Emilio Amavisca is set to move from Real Madrid to 
Spanish first division rivals Racing Santander after agree- 
ing a 2 l/2-year contract, he said Saturday. Amavisca, 27. 
has been frozen out of first-team opportunities this season 
after failing to find favour with Real's Durch coach Guus 
Hiddink. Racing Santander will pay around $1.5 million 
for Amavisca, who joined Real Madrid from Valladolid in 
1994. 

Alex Popov to get back in the pool 

SYDNEY (AFP) — Olympic gold medallist and world 
record holder Alex Popov said Saturday he would be back 
in (he pool inside a week after undergoing arthroscopic 
surgery on his knee. The 26-year-old Russian was forced 
to watch a World Cup short course meet in Sydney from 
the stands with a heavily bandaged knee after undergoing 
surgery Friday. Popov, who trains at the Australian 
Institute of Sport in Canberra, said he planned to avoid 
cycling and gym work for six weeks but would be back in 
the pool within a week. “It’s a bit swollen, but not too 
painful," Popov said of his knee. “They spent a bit of lime 
cleaning it up. ... There were no major tears, which was 
good." Popov said his knee troubles, ongoing since he dis- 
located his knee cap when he was 15, had become worse 
over the previous six months. “It might have been on the 
way but I didn’t notice it," Popov said. Tm not looking 
for any excuses. I hope it will help me to swim better with 
my knee fixed." He also joked that bad fortune seemed to 
strike him every two years. "In 1994, 1 had my appendix 
out, in 1996, there was the knife (Popov was stabbed by 
a watermelon seller in Moscow) and now this,” he said. 

Rey-Bellet completes 2nd win 

ST ANTON, Austria (AFP) — Corinne Rey-Bellet of 
Switzerland completed a remaridable double when she 
won the World Cup women’s Super-G race here on 
Saturday. Rey-Bellet earlier scored her first World Cup 
win in seven years by taking out the downhill race in the 
morning. In the Super-G, Rey-Bellet clocked lmin 
23.18sec to finish ahead of Austrians Alexandra 
Meissnitzer, who was 0.17sec back and Michaela 
Dorfmeister, who was 0.41 behind. 


Olympics scandal opens 
Pandora’s box on Nagano bid 


TOKYO (AFP) — The Olympic 
bribery inquiry in Salt Lake City has 
opened a Pandora’s box of allegations 
here with repurts claiming Saturday 
Nagano showered IOC members \i ith 
lavish gifts to win the 1998 Winter 
Olympics, 

The Nagano Olympics bidding com- 
mittee spent two to three million yen 
(527,000) for entertaining the 
International Olympics Committee 
( IOC ) member? when they \ isited the 
Japanese city between March 1989 
and May 1991, the Mainichi Shimbun 
said. 

The committee paid round-trip tick- 
ers not only for IOC members, but also 
for some of their wives and friends and 
booked them into extravagant 

Japanese-style hotels equipped with 
hot spring baths. 

The daily said the committee char- 
tered a helicopter that cost 600.000 
yen per flight lor IOC members to see 


Olympics sites. 

Entertainment gi\en by the commit- 
tee stretched to IOC members' trips to 
Japan's ancient capital Kyoto. and 
their shopping in Tokyo's Akihabara 
district, which abounds with shops 
selling electronic and computer woods. 

Officials from the committee and 
Japanese volunteers accompanied 
members during the Kyoto and shop- 
ping trips, the daily said. 

Of 2.5 billion yen in its bidding 
expenses, the committee spent some 
1.1 billion yen on emertaining IOC 
members, it said. 

The Asahi Shimbun said the com- 
mittee also gave IOC president Juan 
Antonio Samaranch a Japanese paint- 
ing worth two to three million sen. 

In addition, the daily said gifts given 
to IOC members included Kimonos, 
pear! brooches, scanes. necktie pins, 
cameras, CD players and music boxes. 

The committee said in the Asahi 


Shimbun that these items were within 
the range of an IOC rule stipulating 
that gifts should not exceed S200 in 
value. 

As for the high-priced Japanese 
painting. J unichi Yamaguchi, former 
external affairs chief of the committee, 
told the Mainichi Shimbun the paint- 
ing was "a donation of good will." 

Financial details on the committee's 
bid efforts may never become known 
to the public since Yamaguchi ordered 
the city of Nagano to destroy its 
account book. 

“Some IOC members did not want 
uhe public) to know the mere fact that 
they had visited Japan," Yamaguchi 
was quoted by the paper as saying. 

He ordered the account book 
destroyed because “once facts on 
i entertainment) surfaced, it would 
cause trouble." the paper quoted. 


Nine under threat of sack — Samaranch 


GENEVA (AFPi — 
International Olympic 
Committee < IOC ) presi- 
dent Juan Antonio 
Samaranch gave a strong 
him on Saturday that nine 
members of the IOC will 
be asked to resign over 
sleaze allegations, but hint- 
ed that lour oihcr implicat- 
ed officials will escape dis- 
missal. 

The IOC president said: 
“In nine cases the facts 
appear to be serious. For 
the other four it is not a 
hanging offence. They 
have all received letters 
asking for an explanation. 
Sacking is the sanction that 
would apply to the most 
serious cases.” 

Samaranch said that the 
worst of the crisis pro- 
voked by the ongoing cur- 


ruption-scandai linked to 
Salt Lake City’s successful 
bid for the 2UU2 Winter 
Games will be over in a 
week. 

Samaranch also con- 
firmed that the American 
city would definitely stage 
the 2002 Games and said 
the IOC would help the 
organisers out if sponsors 
decided to withdraw their 
support. 

The IOC will announce 
the preliminary findings of 
the report into the affair on 
January 24 and Samaranch 
has already pledged that 
anyone guilty of wrongdo- 
ing will be asked to resign. 

Samaranch said: 

“Everyone is waiting for 
the decisions we will 
announce on January 24. If 
we show our willingness to 


really clean ourselves up 
then the most serious part 
of the crisis will be over. 

“On that day we cannot 
sack incriminated mem- 
bers. we can only suspend 
them. But I am calling, as 1 
have the power to do. an 
extraordinary general 
meeting (of the IOC) in 
Lausanne (Switzerland) on 
March 17 and IS when the 
sacking decisions will be 
taken. 

“The quicker we tum the 
page the better.” said 
Samaranch, who has been 
IOC president for IS years. 

The former Spanish 
diplomat made it clear that 
there was no question he 
would stand down, saying: 
“While the course we are 
set on remains difficult, I 
am needed at the head of 


the iOC now more than 
ever. We must steer out of 
this storm and take the IOC 
boat to calmer waters." 

Samaranch also said the 
IOC executive commission 
would reveal on January 
23 which venues were the 
most likely to reach the 
final stages in the bid for 
the 2006 winter games. 

The winning candidate 
will be announced at Seoul 
in South Korea in June 
under a new system devel- 
oped by the IOC as a reac- 
tion to the sleaze scandal. 

There are five candidates 
for the 2006 games. 
Zakopane (Poland), Turin 
(Italy). Sion (Switzerland), 
Poprad Patiy (Slovakia) 
and Helsinki-Lahti- 
Lillehammer (Finland and 
Norway). 


Bulls name Tim Floyd coach 


CHICAGO (R) — The 
post-Michael Jordan era 
began in Chicago on Friday 
as*" the Bulls officially 
named Tim Floyd coach. 

The Bulls hired the former 
Iowa Slate coach as director 
of basketball operations in 
July with Bulls owner Jeny 
R einsdorf spying Floyd 
would become coach if Phi! 
Jackson could not be 
coaxed into returning. 

As expected. Jackson, 
who resigned after guiding 
the Bulls to their sixth NBA 
title in eight seasons, had no 
desire to come back and the 
Bulls rnmed to their coach- 
in-wailing. 

Floyd inherits a .Bulls 
learn wilh a most uncertain 
future and massive rebuild- 
ing in the cards. 


Jordan’s departure was a 
likely prelude to the exit of 
teammate Scoftie Pippcn. a 
member of all six champi- 
onship learns. Dennis 
Rodman and Luc Longley. 
sLaners on the Bulls’ Iasi 
three title teams, also are 
free to join other clubs, as 
arc backups Steve Kerr. Bill 
Wenningion and Joe Kleine. 

The Bulls have just four 
players under contract — 
Toni Kukoe, Ron Harper. 
Randy Brown and Keith 
Booth. 

“No other coach has had 
to step into a situation quite 
like the one here,” Bulls 
vice president of basketball 
operations Jerry Krause 
said. 

"It will be tough follow- 
ing a coach and a team like 


we’ve had and beginning a 
career under the odd chal- 
lenges of this season,” 
added Krause. 

Floyd has a college coach- 
ing career record of 243- 
1 30 over 1 2 years with five 
NCAA Tournament appear- 
ances. 

“I’m certainly looking 
forward to getting back to 
coaching.” said Floyd, who 
will relinquish his front 
office post. “I’ve learned 
how- much the fans in 
Chicago tove their basket- 
ball and love their Bulls. 

“As we begin a new chap- 
ter together, the fans can be 
sure that 1 will commit 
every ounce of my energy 
and do niv best." 



German Sven Fischer on his way to take the lead in the overall Biathlon World 
Cup standings during the men’s 10km sprint at the World Cup event m 
Ruhpolding. Alexei Aidarov of Belarus docked 24min 42.6sec to win ahead of 
Sylvest Glimsdal of Norway and Fredrik Kuoppa of Sw eden. Fischer came in tenth 
(AFP photo) 


Kjus wins 
World Cup 
downhill 

WENGEN, Switzerland 
(AFP) — Lasse Kjus of 
Norway won Saturday's 
World Cup men's downhill 
race here — his third World 
Cup downhill triumph of 
the season. 

Kjus clocked 2min 
25.!0sec to finish ahead of 
Austrians Hannes Trinkl. 
who was 0.56sec in arrears, 
and Hans Knauss, who was 
0.57 back. 

Kjus, 28, who had been 
outstanding in training for 
the event, combined speed 
and superb balance as he 
triumphed in impressive 
style. 

It was his 10th World 
Cup victory overall and the 
sixth World Cup downhill 
triumph. Earlier this sea- 
son, he scored victories at 
Val D’lsere and Val 
Gardena and he also had a 
second-place finish at a 
second race at Val 
Gardena. Kjus. the 
Olymipc combined gold 
medallist in 1994 and 
downhill silver medallist 
last year at Nagano, has not 
missed a downhill podium 
finish this season, although 
he missed the Bormio 
event with bronchitis, and 
increased his lead in the 
downhill standings. 

“This is an important win 
for me." said the bearded 
Kjus. "It means I am feel- 
ing very relaxed going into 
next month’s world cham- 
pionships (in Vail, 
Colorado).’’ 

Overall World Cup leader 
Hermann Maier of Austria, 
troubled by a back injury, 
had to settle for fourth spot 
on Saturday but maintained 
his lead in the standings. 
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Iraq calls for new 
Eastern grouping to 
balance Western blocs 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
on Saturday called on Eastern 
countries to set up a new group- 
ing to defend their interests and 
counterbalance the existing 
Western alliances ted by the 
United States. 

In a televised address, he said 
Iraq “feels it is necessary that an 
institutional gathering be estab- 
lished with agreed rules and 
conventions by willing member 
states in the world, starting with 
the Orient.” 

The president speaking on 
Arab News Network satellite 
television channel, said such a 
grouping would provide a coun- 
terbalance to NATO and other 
Western alliances, but that it 
would not be aimed at challeng- 
ing anybody in particular 

“Nevertheless it should be 
ready to protect its member 
states and rightly defend the 
security and the interests of its 
members as well as internation- 
al security in accordance with 
correct humanitarian stan- 
dards." Saddam said. 

"Furthermore, some other 
factors for this move lie in the 
fact that America. Britain and 
Zionism., with all those who 
assist and cooperate with them, 
have become a threat to the 
security and stability of the 
world.” 


The president dressed in a 
civilian suit with the Iraqi flag 
behind him, urged all Arab 
countries to join this grouping, 
saying Baghdad was ready fora 
dialogue with afl interested par- 
ties to formulate a charter. 

Earlier, Iraq marked rite 
eighth anniversary of the Gulf 
War with large anti-American 
demonstrations as tension 
remained high nearly one 
month after U.S.-British missile 
strikes. 

Thousands of Iraqis marched 
in the rain in two separate 
demonstrations in Baghdad, 
cursing U.S. President BQl 
Clinton and swearing their loy- 
alty to President Saddam 
Hussein on dozens of banners. 

"Clinton the coward, go look 
for girls.” the protesters shouted, 
in a reference to the sexual scan- 
dals that have rocked the White 
House. 

The two demonstrations are 
foe first of a series planned to 
mark foe anniversary on 
Sunday of the start of the 1991 
Gulf War to evict Iraqi troops 
from Kuwait The final demon- 
stration will be a march of Arab 
students through Baghdad on 
Saturday night 

The march will coincide with 
foe launch eight years ago of the 
air campaign by a U-S.4ed 
coalition, which preceded a 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


‘Mordechai met secretly with Palestinians’ 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israeli Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai has met secretly over foe past two weeks with sever- 
al leading Palestinian officials, including PLO Deputy Mahmoud 
Abbas, public radio said Saturday, llie encounters, aimed at 
maintaining relations between Israel and the Palestinian National 
Authority on security and anti- terrorism measures despite the 
freeze in foe peace process, were held with ftime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu's approval, it said. Mordechai met Abbas 
on Thursday and previously held talks with Palestinian preventa- 
tive security chiefs in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, .fibril 
Rajub and Mohammad Dahlan. 

Cabinet accuses mfltionaire over settlements 

RAMALLAH (AFP) — The Palestinian cabinet accused Jewish 
American multimfllioraire living Moskowitz on Saturday of 
provocation over his funding of Israeli settlements in Palestinian 
territories. ■‘Irving Moskowitz is waging a campaign of colonisa- 
tion and gross provocation which represents a direct challenge to 
foe Palestinian people,” said a cabinet statement issued after a 
meeting in the West Bank town ofRamaMi “Israeli extremists 
and settlers are taking part in this operation under the cover of the 
election campaign in Israel by speeding up the settlement of 
Jerusalem. Hebron. Bethlehem and other areas in the Palestinian 
territories.” it said The cabinet, chaired by Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat, called on the Israeli government to pit an end to 
"these aggressions and provocations which are raising the ire of 
the Palestinian people.” 

PNA to release political prisoners at ’Eid 

GAZA CITY’ (AFP) — The Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) will release a number of political prisoners to mark foe 
festival of'Eid AJ Fitr which ends the fasting month of Ramadan, 
officials said here Saturday. A special committee is currently 
preparing the fist of those to be fined in the next 24 hours, they 
said Dozens of members of opposition movements, particularly 
the Islamic Resistance Movement (Hamas) and Islamic Jihad are 
being held in Palestinian jails in the Gaza Snip and Wfest Bank. 
The Palestinian Legislative Council had requested the release of 
prisoners for the festival, which falls cm Sunday or Monday. 
Hamas sources in Gaza confirmed that detainees were to be freed 

‘Death threats against Iranian journalist’ 

TEHRAN (AFP) — A shadowy Islamic fundamentalist group 
has threatened to kill a liberal Iranian journalist following a spate 
of murders of dissidents and writers, newspapers reported 
Saturday. Reza AlijanL editor of Iran-e-Faida (Tomorrow’s Iran) 
monthly, has received several phone calls flora a group describ- 
ing itself as Fedayeen (Devotees) of Pure Islam, threatening to kill 
him if he gave interviews to foreign media, they said "After 
Pouyandeh, it will be your turn and if you talk to another foreign 
radio station, it will be your last time," foe caller warned referring 
to Mohammad Pouyandeh, one of the writers kidnapped and 
murdered last month. The magazine's director. Ezzatollab SahabL 
has informed Interior Minister Abdul Vahed Musavi Lari of foe 
threat 

Turkish troops kill four Kurdish rebels 

DIYARBAKIR (R) — Turkish troops killed four Kurdish rebels 
in dashes overnight in the wake of a guerrilla rocket attack on an 
oil refinery in the southeast, security officials said on Saturday. 
Two Kurdish Labour Party iPKK) fighters were lolled in a rafli- 
tary operation launched after the attack cm foe refinery in foe 
province of Batman, the officials cold Reuters. Two guards were 
killed and three wounded late on Friday when oik of the rockets 
fired by foe rebels hit a sentry post One of foe guards died of his 
wounds during the night In a separate operation, two PKK guer- 
rillas were killed in fighting near the town of Nusaybin close to 
the border with Syria. 

Afghan opposition reports taking township 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Afghanistan's opposition alliance said on 
Saturday it had taken a strategic township in foe central province 
of Bamiyan as it accused the ruling Taleban militia of bombing 
residential areas in the northeast The opposition ibices took the 
Yakaolang township cm Saturday morning after a few hours of 
fighting, pouring into it from surrounding hills, an opposition 
spokesman. Abdullah, told Reuters by satellite telephone from 
northeast Afghanistan. There was no independent confirmation of 
Abdullah’s report which said repeated Taleban attacks to recap- 
ture Yakaolang failed while militia air raids killed 11 civilians in 
the area. 


ground attack on the Iraqi 
troops in Kuwait The Iraqis, 
which invaded in August 1990, 
were ejected flora the emirate 
on Feb. 26. 1991. 

Anti-Saudi and Kuwaiti slo- 
gans were also yelled by the 
demonstrators: "Shame on 
those among the Arabs who 
maintain the embargo” 
imposed on Iraq by the United 
Nations after foe invasion. 

Both countries allowed their 
territory to be used by the 
United States and Britain during 
foie intense four-day missile 
strikes on Iraq in December, 
dubbed Operation Desert Fox. 

The Iraqi press meanwhile 
continued to celebrate the 
"Mother of aO Battles,” foe Iraqi 
description of the Gulf War. 

‘The mother of all battles ted 
by Saddam allowed us to meet 
foe aggression.” the A1 Iraq 
daily said on its front page. 

Iraq has remained defiant in 
foe face of international pres- 
sure. On Friday it rejected a 
US. proposal to raise the cap on 
its ofl exports within the frame- 
work of the UJN. ofl-for-food 
programme. 

It has rejected a Saudi propos- 
al to lift crippling economic 
sanctions under stria supervi- 
sor to exclude anything with a 
military use. 


Hard-liners 

disrupt 

pro-Khatami 

cleric’s 

sermon 

TEHRAN (R) — Stone- 
throwing Iranian Islamists 
disrupted a sermon by a top 
moderate cleric backing 
President Mohammad 
Khatami amid a bitter row 
over a spate of killings of dis- 
sidents, newspapers reported 
on Saturday. 

The daily Sal am said some 
100 activists cut off loud- 
speaker chords and threw 
sticks, stones and metal rods 
at a podium where Ayatollah 
Jalaluddin Taheri was prepar- 
ing to deliver his sermon at 
Friday prayers in the central 
city of Mahan. 

“When an iron rod was 
thrown at Ayatollah Taheri, 
his bodyguard fined blank 
rounds in the air, but foe agi- 
tations kept throwing stones 
and shoes. [So] Ayatollah 
Taheri left the podium,” 
Salam said. 

The activists chanted slo- 
gans backing the conserva- 
tive-run intelligence ministry, 
which has beat at the centre 
of the row after admitting that 
some of its agents were 
involved in the murders, and 
calling for Taheri s resigna- 
tion. it said. 

Taheri had earlier called for 
a purge of the ministiy, saying 
“years of mismanagement” 
had paved the way for the 
murder spree in which two 
outspoken dissidents and at 
least two liberal writers died. 

Taheri ’s office issued a 
statement accusing police and 
security forces of standing by 
during Friday's disturbance 
and “sometimes cooperating 
with the agitators," Salam 
said. 

Taheri. the only big-city 
Friday prayer leader who 
openly tacks Khatami’s liber- 
al reforms, has also provoked 
foe wrath of hard-liners by 
speaking out against their 
attacks on Ayatollah Hossein 
All Montazeri, Iran's most 
prominent dissident dole. 
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WHAT FLOATS ON WATER?: A farmer herds hundreds ducks in the Cu Chi district 30 kilometres west of Ho 
Chi Minh City in Vietnam. All moving vehicles must yield die right of way as daily outings of flocks of ducks are 
ubiquitous in rural Vietnam (AP photo) 

Clinton sees new government 
as best solution to Iraq problem 

‘Declaration of Palestinian state would be catastrophe’ 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — U.S. 
President Bill Clinton said in 
an interview with an Arab 
newspaper published Saturday 
tbai the best way out of the 
Iraq crisis would be a change 
of government in Baghdad. 

"As long as Saddam Hussein 
remains in power, the Middle 
East will be preoccupied by 
this conflict... and the Iraqi 
people will remain under the 
yoke of a criminal police state 
with no hope of normalisa- 
tion.” the London-based Saudi 
newspaper Asharq A1 Awsat 
quoted Clinton as saying. 

"In the long run. the best 
way of overcoming this 
destructive crisis is the forma- 
tion of a new government in 
Baghdad which would 'better 
represent the Iraqi people and 
be ready to carry out its com- 
mitments towards the interna- 
tional community.” he said 

In the interview, conducted 


on Monday, Clinton said be 
was “ready to help the new 
Iraq by working to ease the 
economic sanctions and the 
cancellation of debts” incurred 
by President Saddam. 

He stressed his willingness 
to support the Iraqi opposition, 
but warned that change would 
be neither quick nor easy. 

He made it clear no U.S. 
ground troops would become 
involved, but said the United 
States was drawing up a list of 
opposition groups deserving 
of aid which would be.sui> 
nutted to Congress at the end 
of the month. 

The list would be the basis 
for foe distribution of S97 mil- 
lion foe United States derided 
in December to allocate for 
"the- liberation of Iraq.” 

Clinton also expressed sup- 
port for a Saudi proposal to 
ease sanctions to ensure the 
Iraqi people have what they 


need for "a decent life.” while 
ensuring President Saddam 
does not control oil revenues. 

“The fact that Iraq turned 
down this proposal reveals 
[Saddam's] true intentions,” he 
said 

Clinton also said in an inter- 
view that he was opposed to a 
unilateral declaration of a 
Palestinian state, warning that 
it could lead ro catastrophe. 

"Far years, the United Sates 
has held that negotiations, and 
not individual acts, are the 
only acceptable solution in the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict" 
.Asharq A1 Awsat quoted 
Clinton as saying. 

'That's why it’s our duty to 
oppose any unilateral declara- 
tion of a sate or any other 
measure taken in isolation by 
one party' outside the negotiat- 
ing process and which could 
harm that process.” he said in 
an interview also conducted on 


Monday. 

"We are making maxim um 
efforts to strengthen negotia- 
tions on the final status [of the 
Palestinian territories] and 
believe that those who think 
they can adopt unilateral mea- 
sures during the transitory 
period are opening up a path to 
catastrophe.” be said 

Asked about the fugitive 
Saudi millionaire Osama Ben 
Laden, who is accused by the 
United Stales of being behind 
the August bombings of U.S. 
embassies in East Africa. 
Clinton called on the Taleban 
regime in Afghanistan to expel 
him “as soon as possible to the 
United States or elsewhere to 
face trial.” 

“The fact that the Taleban 
continue to give him and his 
organisation shelter makes 
them accomplices,” Clinton 
added 


Sudanese FM in 
peace talks with 
SPLA leader — Libya 


British detainees in 
Yemen charged with 
intent to commit murder 


TRIPOLI (AFP) — Sudanese 
Foreign Minister Mustafa 
Osman Ismail met southern 
rebel leader John Garang here 
for talks aimed at ending the 
countiy's 16-year-old civil 
war, the official Libyan news 
JANA reported Saturday. 

'TJbya recently held con- 
tacts between the waning par- 
ties in Sudan and to this end 
Colonel Garang came to 
Libya where a meeting was 
held between the protagonists 
with a view to establishing a 
mechanism to settle the con- 
flict," it said 

The news agency did not 
specify the date of the meet- 
ing but the pro-government 
Khartoum daily AJ wan report- 
ed Wednesday that Ismail had 
travelled to Libya the previous 
day for a meeting with 
Garang. 

Garang arrived in Cairo 
Wednesday evening where a 
spokesman for his Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA) denied that he had 
met any Sudanese officials 
during his stay in Libya. 

Top presidential aide Riek 
Machar, who heads the South 
Sudan Defence Force 
(SSDF). a coalition of break- 
way southern factions which 


signed a peace deal with 
Khartoum in 1997. also took 
part in the talks with Garang. 
JANA said 

Libyan President Muammar 
Qadhafi also received Ismail 
and Machar “as part of 
Libya’s efforts to find a settle- 
mem to the dispute between 
the Sudanese government and 
the SPLA and to reinforce the 
stability of this fraternal Arab 
and .African country.” 

SPLA spokesman Rashid 
Babikar told AFP in Cairo 
Thursday that Garang had 
also held talks with the 
Libyan leader. 

The reports of talks between 
Khartoum and the SPLA 
come just a day after foe two 
sides agreed to extend a cease- 
fire in force in certain areas of 
south Sudan since July last 
year. 

Khartoum and foe SPLA 
first agreed to extend the 
ceasefire in the famine hit 
Bahr AI Ghazal region last 
October. They extended it for 
a further three months Friday. 

Tripoli has intensified its 
involvement in African affairs 
in foe past 12 months, seeking 
to mediate in conflicts in 
Somalia, the Great Lakes 
region and Guinea Bissau. 


SANAA (AP) — Five 
Britons detained in Yemen 
have been charged with 
intent to commit murder, a 
British diplomat said 
Saturday. 

The five men were charged 
Friday at a police station in 
the southern port city of 
Aden, where they are being 
held, said British consul 
David Pearce. 

“The men have been 
charged with association 
with armed groups, with a 
criminal plan to commit 
murder, explosion and 
destruction, and possession 
of weapons.” Pearce told The 
Associated Press in a tele- 
phone interview from Aden. 

He said the five men plead- 
ed not guilty. 

Yemeni authorities claim 
foe men are linked to a mili- 
tant Islamic group that kid- 
napped 16 Westerners on 
Dec. 2S, four of whom died 
in a rescue attempt by foe 
Yemeni army a day later. 

Their lawyer denies the 
allegation. 

The five — Mohsin 
Ghalain, 1 8, Ghulam 
Hussein. 25, Shahid Butt, 33. 
Malik Nassar Harhra, 26, 
and Samad Ahmad, 21 — 


were detained last month. 

Pearce said he does not 
expect foe case to go to trial 
before the end of the Muslim 
holidays next week. 

He said he has met with all 
the detainees and they “all 
looked okay" But he said he 
will keep nying to meet with 
them on regular basis, “indi- 
vidually and in private." 

Some of the men's sup- 
porters In Briton have 
accused the Yemen govern- 
ment of torture. 

Pearce said the prosecutor 
general has agreed that an 
independent doctor examine 
foe men to allay their fami- 
ly’s fears. 

“We are pressing for access 
Y»y an independent doctor to 
examine the boys to make 
sure they are perfectly fit and 
we are also asking for them 
to be transferred to the cen- 
tral prison.” said Pearce. 

He said he had also 
requested that they get tele- 
phone access so they can 
speak with their families 
back homeJLawyer Badr 
Basunaid said last week that 
"confessions" purportedly 
linking the men to foe gang 
that kidnapped foe 
Westerners were illegal. 


U.S. Christian leader says Antichrist probably alive today 


WILLIAMSBURG (AP) — In a 
speech about the concern people have 
over foe new Millennium, a top 
Christian leader said the Antichrist i$ 
probably alive today and is a male 
Jew. 

The Rev. Jerry Falwell also told 
about 1,500 people ai a conference in 
Kingsport Tennessee, on Thursday 
that he believes the second coming of 
Christ probably will be within 10 
years, 

“Who will foe Antichrist be? I don’t 
know. Nobody else knows,” said 
Falwell. whose Sunday morning ser- 


vices at Thomas Road Baptist Church 
in Lynch biug are carried by television 
stations nationwide. 

"Is he alive and here today? 
Probably. Because when he appears 
during the Tribulation period he will 
be a full-grown counterfeit of Christ. 
Of course he'll be Jewish. Of course 
he’ll pretend to be Christ And if in 
fact foe Lord is coming soon, and 
he'll be an adult at the presentation of 
himself, he must be alive somewhere 
today.” 

According to the Bible, foe 
Antichrist will spread universal evil 


before foe end of foe world but will be 
conquered at the second coming of 
Christ 

Falwell said Friday in Williamsburg 
that he did not intend for his statement 
to be anti -Jewish. He said he meant 
only that the Antichrist must be 
Jewish because Jesus Christ was a 
Jew. 

"If he’s going to be the counterfeit 
of Christ he has to be Jewish.” 
Falwell said "The only thing we 
know is he must be male and Jewish.” 

Rabbi James Rudin of the American 
Jewish Committee in New York said 


foe comment surprised him because 
he lotows Falwell is a strong support- 
er of Israel and is not anti-Jewish 
‘This is pan of what I call millenni- 
al madness.” Rudin said ‘To single 
out any one man. and particularly^ to 
identify him as Jewish, plays into 
«>rae latent and historical anti- 
Semitism from foe pasL” 

‘This is very, very radioactive maie- 
nal. I fornk Christian leaders have to 
exercise great care because this can 
produce negative responses amon* 
people who are not educated in foe 
New Testament.” he said. 



Group objects to 
restaurant’s use 
of short employee 

MILWAUKEE CAP) — ^ 

organisation of short peqpfc h 
nimplaining about a Me? debi 
restaurant sending a -Q2 
metres employee around to 
serve customers ' chips atf 
salsa from his sombrem 
.Anthony Soares, vice pres- 
cient of public relations -ft* 
Little People of America b 
N ew York City; called the aim 
humiliating, TFs testifying & 
realise that people are s@ 
being exploitedfor ihea sia; 
he said Nacho Mama's restau- 
rant. which opened 
Wednesday, features Sieve 
\femo serving snacks from ins 
hat "We’ve had oritv ondper. 
son saying that it wasdegrat 
ing.” Vento said “I told la; | 
don’t remember- ranyore 
putting you in charge. 
nothing more than ahandfukf 
people having a good faneT 

Thieves steal 
60,000 suspect 
condoms 

SAN JOSE (AFP) 
who stole 60,000 coodont 
when they broke into a vai 
near here may have ‘ 
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